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| A 
DISCOURSE 
OF THE 


Nature and Offices 


OF 


FRIENDSHIP. 


In a Letter to the moſt Ingenious and 
Excellent M Katherine Phillips, 


CMADAM, 
HE wile Benſirach adviſed that 
we ſhould not conſult with a wo- 


man concerning her of whom 
ſhe is jealous, neither with a 
Coward in matters of War, nor with a 
Merchant concerning exchange ; and ſome 


#7 her inſtances he gives of intereſted per- 
B ſons, 


2 The Meaſures and 


ſons, to whom he would not have us heark- 
en in any matter of Counſel, For where 
ever the intereſt 1s ſecular or vicious, there 
the biaſs is not on the ſide of trath or rea- 
ſon, becauſe theſe are ſeldom ſer vd by pro- 
fit and low regards, But to conſult with 


« friend in the matters of friendſhip is like 


conſulting with a ſpiritual perſon in Reli- 
gion; they who underſtand the ſecrets of 
Religion,or the interior beauries of friend- 
ſhip are the fitteſt to give anſwers in all 
inquiries concerning the reſpective ſub- 
J , becauſe reaſon and experience are 
on -_ ſide of . and that which in 
friendſhip is moſt pleaſing and moſt »ſe 

is alſo moſt — _ moſt 1 Li. 
2 friends faireſt! intereſt is the beſt mea- 
ſure of the conducting friendſhips : and 
therefore you who are ſo eminent in friend- 
ſhips could alſo have given the beſt anſwer 
to your own inquiries, and you could have 
truſted your own reaſon, becauſe it is not 
only greatly inſtructed by the direct noti- 
ces of things, but alſo by great experience 
in the matter of which you row inquire. 


But becauſe I will not uſe any thing that 


ſhall look like an excuſe, I will rather give 
| you 


_— . . 


Offices of Friendſbip. 3 
you ſach an account which you can eafily 
reprove,then by declining your commands, 
ſeem more ſafe in my prudence, then open 
and communicative in my friendſhip to 
you, 


You firſt inquire how far a Dear and a 
perfect friendſhip is authoriz'd by the prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity 7 : 


To this I anſwer ; That the word 
L Frienaſbip ] in the ſenſe we commonly 
mean by it, is not ſo much as named in the 
New-Teſtament ; and our Religion takes 
no notice of it. You think it ſtrange , but 


read on before you ſpend fo much as the 
beginning of a paſſion or a wonder 

it. There is mention of C Friendſbip with 
the world, and it is ſaid to be exmity with 
God; but the word is no where elſe na- 
med, or to any other purpoſe in all the 
New-Teſtament, It ſpeaks of Friends of- 
ten; but by Friends are meant our ac- 
quaintance, or our Kindred, the relatives 
of our family or our fortune, or our ſect; 
ſomething of ſociety, or ſomething of 
kindneſs there is in it ; a tenderneſs of 
wpellation and civility, a relation made 
"3 B 2 by 
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by gifts, or by duty, by ſervices and ſub- 
jection; and I think, I have reaſon to be 
confident, that the word Friend (ſpeaking 
of humane — — is no other- ways 
uſed in the Goſpels or Epiſtles, or Acts of 
the Apoſtles: and the reaſon of it is, the 
word friend is of a large ſignification; 
and means all relations and ſocieties, and 
whatſoever is not enemy; but by friend- 
ſhips, 1 ſuppoſe you mean, the greateſt love, 
and the greateſt nſefnlneſs, and the moit 
open communication, and the nobleſt ſuffer- 
ings, and the moſt exemplar faithfulneſs, 
and the ſevereſt truth, and the heartieft 
connſel, and the greateſt wnion of minds, of 
which brave men and women are capable. 
But then I muſt tell you that Chriſtianity 
hath new chriſtened it, and calls this Cha- 
ity. The Chriſtian knows no.enemy he 
hath, that is, though perſons may be in- 
jurious to him, and unworthy in them- 
ſelves, yet he knows none whom he is not 
firſt bound to forgive, which is indeed to 
make them on his part to be no enemies, 
that is, to make that the word enemy (hall 
not be perfectly contrary to friend, it ſhall $ 
not be a relative term and ſignifie ſome- 
thing on each hand, a relative and a corre- 
lative ; o 


his beams drawn into the centre of a 
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Offices of Friendſbip. 5 
lative ;, and then he knows none whom he 
is not bound to love and Pray for, to treat 
kindly and julfY, Tibera and obligingly. 

riſtia ty is Friendlhi to all the 
world , and when Friendſhips were the 


nobleſt things in the world, Charity was 
little, like the Sun drawn in at a chink, or 


Burning-Glaſs , but Chriſtian charity is 
Friend(hip, expandeT Te the Ta -the 
Sun when it mounts above the Eaſtern hills; 


and T was itrangely pleas d when I faw 
ſomething of this in CICERO; for I 
have been ſo puſh'd at by herds and flocks | 
of People that follow any body that whi- | (_ 
files to them, or drives them to paſture, 
that I am grown afraid of any Truth that 
ſeems chargeable with ſingularity : but 
therefore 1 ſay, glad I was when I faw 
Lalias in Cicero diſcourſe thus: Amicitia 
ex infinitate generis hnumani quam concili- 
avit ipſa natura, contratta res eſt, & ad- 
ducta in ang uſt um; ut omnis charitas, aut 
inter duet, aut inter 2 jungeretur. 
Nature hath made friendſhips,and ſociet ies, 
relations and endearments; and by ſome- 
thing or other we relate to all the World; 
there is enough in every man that is wil- 


B 3 ling, 


Mp» 
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ling, to make him become our friend; but 


when men contract friendſhips, they in- 
cloſe the Commons , and what Nature in- 
tended ſhould be every mans, we make 


proper to two or three, Friendſhip is 
like rivers and the ſtrand of ſeas, and the 


Nr, Common to all the World, but Ty- 
ants, Id evil cuſtoms, wars, and want 
of love have made them proper and pecu- 
har, riitianity came to re- 
"new our nature, and to reſtore our laws, 
and to increaſe her — and to 
make her aptneis to become religion, then 
it was declared that our friendſhips were 
to be as univerſa} as our converſation, 
that is, aſtuai to all with whom we con- 
verſe, and potentially extended unto thoſe 
with whom we did not. For he who was 
to treat his enemies with forgiveneſs and 
prayers, and love and beneficence was in- 


; deed to hive no enemies, and to have 


friends, 


So that to your queſtion, how far a Dear 
and perſect friendſhip is amthoriz'd by the 
principles of Chriſtianity > The anſwer is 
ready and eaſie. It is warranted to extend 
to all Mankind; and the more we love, the 
better 


- 
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better we are, and the greater dur friend- 
ſhips are, the dearer we are to God; let 
them be as Dear, and let them be as per- 
fect, and let them be as many as you can; 
there is no danger in it; only where the 

rainr begins, there begins our imper- 
fection; it is not ill that yon entertain 
brave friendſhips and worthy ſocieties ; it 
were well if you could /ove, and if you 
could benefit all Mankind; for I conceive 
that is the ſumme of all friendſhip, 


I confeſs this is not to be expected of us 
in this world; but as all our graces here 
are but iftnperfeR; chat is, at the beſt they 
are but tetidencies to glory, fo our friend- 
ſhips ate imperſect too, and but begin- 
ring of 4 celeſtial friendſhip , by which 
we ſhall love every one as tatch as they 
cin be Ibved, But then ſo we muſt here 
in our proportion; and indeed that is it that 
can make the difference; we muſt be friends 
to all: That is, apt to do good, loving 
them really, and doing to them all the be- 
nefirs which we can, and which they are 
capable of, The Friendſhip is equal to all 
the World, and of it felf hath no differ- 
ence ; but is differenced only by accidents, 

B 4 and 
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and by the capacity or incapacity of them 
that receive it. Nature and Religion are 
the bands of friendſhips, excellency and 
»ſefulneſs are its preat indearments : ſociety 
and neig hbour hood, that is, the poſſibilities 
and the circumſtances of converſe are the 
determinations and attualities of it. Now 
when men either are unnatural, or irreli- 
gious, they will not be friends; when they 
are neither excellent nor uſeful, they are 
not worthy to be friends; when they are 
ſtrangers or unknown, they cannot be 
Fiends actually and practically; but yet, 
as any man hath any * of the good, 
contrary to thoſe evils, ſo he can have 
and mult have his ſhare of friendſhip, For 
thus the Sun is the eye of the World; and 
he is indifferent to the Negro, or the cold 
Ruſſian, to them that dwell under the line, 
and them that ſtand near the Tropicks, the 
ſcalded Indian, or the poor boy that ſhakes 
at the foot of the Riphean hills; but the 
fluxures of the heaven and the earth, the 
conveniency of abode, and the approaches 
to the North or South reſpectively charge 


rhe emanations of his beams; not that they 
do not paſs always from him, but that they 


are not equally rece ved below, but by 
5 periods 
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periods and changes; by little inlets and 
reflections, they receive what they can; 
and ſome have only a dark day and a long 
night from him, ſnows and white cattel, 
a miſerable life, and a perpetual harveſt of 
Catarrhes and Conſumptions, apoplexies 
and dead palſies; but ſome have ſplendid 
fires, and aromatick ſpices, rich wines, 
and well digeſted fruits, great wit and 
great courage; becauſe they dwell in his 


eye, and look in his face, and are the 


Courtiers of the Sun, and wait upon him 
in his Chambers of the Eaſt ; juſt ſo is it 
in friendſhips : ſome are worthy,and ſome 
are neceſſary ; ſome dwell hard by and 
are fitted for converſe z Nature joyns 
ſome to us, and —— combines us 
with others; ſociety and accidents, parity 
of fortune, and equal diſpoſitions do actu- 
ate our friendſhips : which of themſelves 
and in their prime diſpoſition are prepa- 
red for all Mankind according as any one 
can receive them. We ſee this beſt ex- 
emplified by two inſtances and expreſſi- 
ons of friendſhips and charity: vi. Alm: 
and Prayers ; Every one that needs relief 
is equally the object of our charity; but 
though to all mankind in equal needs we 

3 5 ouglu 
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ought to be alike in charity; yet we fig 
nifie this feverally and by limits, and di- 
ſtinct meaſures: the poor man that is near 
me, he whom 1 meet, he whom I love, 
he whom I fancy, he who did me benefir, 
he who relates to my family, he rather 
thet! another, betauſe my expre fflons be- 
ing finite · and narrow, and eannot extend 
10 all in equal ſigui ficat ions, muſt be ap- 
. to thoſe whoſe circumſtances 

fir me: and yer even to all I give 
my alms; to all the World that needs 
them, I pray for all mankind, I am prie- 
ved at every ſad ſtory I hear; I am trou- 
Ned when I hear of à pretty Bride mur- 
dered in her bride- chamber by an ambi- 
nous and enrag d Rival, I ſhed a tear 
when T am told that a brave Kivg was miſ- 
underſtood, then flandered, then impri- 
foned, and then put to death by evil 
men: and I can never read the ſtory of 
the Pariſian Maſſacre, or the Sicilian Veſ- 
pers, but my blood curdles, and I am dif- 


„order'd by two or three affections. A 


man is a friend to all the World; 

and he is not truly charitable that does nor 
wiſh well, and do good to all mankind in 
what he can; but though we muſt pray 
> on 


— 
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for all men, yet we fay ſpecial Litanies 
for brave Kings and holy Prelates, and the 
wiſe Guides of ſouls ; for our Brethren 
and Relations, our Wives and Children. 


The effect of this confideration is, that 
the Univerſal friendſhip of which I ſpeak, 
muſt be limited, becauſe we are ſo: In 
thoſe things where we ſtand next to im- 
menſty and infinity, as in good wiſhes and 
prayers, and a readineſs to benefit all man- 
kind, in theſe our friendſhips muſt not be 
limited; but in other things which paſs 
under onr hand and eye, our voices and 
onr material exchanges ; our hands can 
reach no further but to our arms end, and 
our voices can but ſound till the next aſe 
be quiet, and therefore they can have en- 


tercourſe but within the ſphere of their 


own activity; our needs and our conver- 
ſations are ſerved by a few, and they can- 
not reach to all; where they can, they 
muſt , but where it is impoſſible, it cannot 
be neceſſary, It muſt therefore follow, 
that our Friendſhips to mankind may ad- 
mit variety as does our conver ſat on; add 
as by nature we are made /ociable to all, 
ſo we are friendly , but 25 all cannot actu- 
ally 


* 
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ally be of our ſociety, ſo neither can all be 
admitted to a ſpecial, actual friendſhip , 


Of ſome enterconrſes all men are capable, 


ut not of al; Men can pray for one ano- 
ther, and abſtain from doing injuries to 
all the world, and be deſfirous to do all 
mankind good, and love all men, Now 
this friendſhip we muſt pay to all becauſe 
we can, but if we can do no more to all, 
we muſt ſhew our readineſs to do more 
good to all by actually doing more good 
to all them to whom we can. 


To ſome we can, and therefore there 
are nearer friendſhips to ſome then to 
others, according as there are natural or 
civil nearneſſes, relations and ſocieties; 
and as I cannot expreſs my friendſhips 0 
all in equal meaſures and fignifications, 
that is, as I cannot do benefits to all alike ; 
ſo neither am I tied to love all alike : for 
although there is much reaſon to love eve- 
ry man ; yet there are more reaſons to 
love ſome than others, and if I muſt love 
becauſe there js reaſon I ſhould; then 1 
muſt love more, where there is more rea- 
fon, and where there's a ſpecial affection 
and a great readineſs to de good and to 
delight 


awd AS > & > __ 
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delight in certain perſons towards each 
other, there is that ſpecial charity and in- 
dearment which Philoſophy calls friend- 
Hip; but our Religion calls /ave or chars- 
ty.” Now if the inquiry RN 
this ſpecial friendſhip. 1. How it can 
appropriate, that is, who to be choſen to 
it; 2. how far it may extend; that is, 
with what expreſſions ſigniſied; 3. how 
conducted? The anſwers will depend upon 
ſuch conſiderations which will be neither 
uſeleſs nor unpleaſant. 


1. There may be a ſpecial friendſhip 
contracted for any ſpecial excellency what- 
ſoever , becauſe friendſbips are nothing but 
love and ſociety mixt together , that is, 4 
— with them whom we love , now 
for whatſoever we can love any one, for 
that we can be his friend; and fince every 
excellency is a degree of amability, every 


”. ſuch worthineſs is a juſt and proper mo- 


tive of friendſhip, or loving converſation, 
But yet in theſe things there is an order 
and proportion. Therefore 


2. A good man is the belt friend, and 
herefore ſooneſt to be choſen, longer 5 


1 The Meer and.) 
be retair'd ; and indeed never to be parted 
with, unleſs he ceaſe to be that for which 
he was choſen... 5 


ar & Zaxxov dnl tort? ghroy dee &ανe ©, 
Mirert rd ard drfpa giner Hαν 
iTeTpoy, | 


Where vertue dwells there friendſhips 
make, 
But evil neigbbourhoods forſake. 


But although vertue alone is the worthieſt 
cauſe of amability, and can weigh down 
any one confideration ; and therefore to 
2 man that is yertuous every man ought 
to be a friend; yet I do not mean the ſe- 
vere, and philoſophical excellencies of 
ſome moroſe perſons who are indeed wiſe 
unto themſelyes, and exemplar to others: 
by vertuc here 1 do not mean juſtice and 
tmperance, charity and devotion, for theſe 
1 am to love the man, but friendſhip is 
fomething more then that: Friendſbip i 
the neareft love and the neareſt ſociety of 
which the perſons are capable: Now ju- 
Rice is a, good entercourſe for Merchants, 
as al men ure that buy and fell; and tem- 

| ; perance 
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rance makes 2 Man good company, and 
helps to make 4 wiſe man; but a perſect 
friendſhip _—_— ſomething elſe, theſe 
muſt be in him that is choſen to be my 
friend; but for thefe 1 do net make bim 
ity privado; that is, my ſpeciat and pecu- 
liar friend: but if he be 4 grod man, then 
he is properly fitted to be my correlative 
in the nobleſt combination, 


And for this we have the beſt warrant 
in the world: For a juſt mas ſcarcely will 
a man die; the Syriac interpreter reads it, 
v d for an unjuſt man ſcarcely will 
a man die ; that is, a wicked man is at no 
hand fit to receive the expreſſion of the 
greateſt friendſhip ; but all the Greek co- 
pies that ever I ſaw, or read of, read it 28 
we do; for a righteous man or 4 juſt man, 
that is, juſtice arid righteouſneſs is nor the 
neareſt indearment of friendſhip ; bet for 
4 good man (ome will even dare to die: 
| that is, for a mah that is ſweetly diſpoſed, 3 


| - Teidy to do ath of goodnehs 26d to od- 
lige others, to do things uſeful and pro- 
table. [ Io\ b 


| fi or a Toving man, a beneficert, 8 
ountiful man, one who delignts in doing 
good to MS friend, ſuc 2 man may have 


— he 
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the big heft friendſhip ; he may have a 
riend that will die for him. And this is 
the Meaning of Lalius: Vertue may be 
deſpiſed, ſo may Learning and Nobility; 


at una eſt amicitia in rebus humanis de cu- 


8 5 8 * 
jus utilitate omnes conſent iunt: only friend- * 
ſhip is that thing, which becauſe all know G 


to be uſeful and profitable, no man can 
deſpiſe; that is yenv671s, Or dye3iTys, 
goodneſs or beneficence makes friendſhips. 
For if he be a good man he will love 
where he is beloved, and that's the firſt 
tie of friendſhip, | 


AA, l op Guys. 


That was the commendation of the bra- 
veſt friendſhip in Theocrit us, 


They lov'd each other with a love 
hat did in all things equal prove. 


n p& Tor" ear 
»4 by Sg. * / £ 
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The Werld was under Saturn's reign 
When he that lov'd was lov'd again. 


For 
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For it is impoſlible this nearneſs of friend- 
ſhip can be where there is not mutual love; 
but this is ſecured if I chooſe a good man ; 
for he that is apt enough to begin alone, - 
will never be behind in the relation and 
correſpordency ; and therefore I like the 
Gentiles Litany well, 


Zeule por Tay Ts iN doin 700 of ws 
N 

„Oe d giaioyres, dri lee dyrt- 
para-. | 


Let God give friends to me for my re< 


ward, 

Who ſhall my love with equal love re- 

gar d ; 

Happy are they, who when they give 
their heart | 
Find ſuch as in exchange their own im- 

part. 


But there is more in it than this felicity 
amounts to, For Xe, dvip the good 
man is à profitable, | uſeful perſon, and 
that's the band of an effective friendſhip. 
For I do not think that friendſhips are 
Metaphyſical nothings, created for con- 

| | remplation, 
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templation, or that Men or Women 
ſhould ſtare upon each others faces, and 
make dialogues of news and prettineſfes, 
and look babies in one anothers eyes. 
Friendſhip is the allay of- our ſorrows, 
the eaſe of our paſſions, the diſcharge of 
our oppreſſions, the ſunctuary to our ca- 
lamities, the counſellor of our doubts, 
the clarity of our minds, the emiſſion of 
our thoughts, the exerciſe and improve- 
ment of what we medirate : And although 
I love my friend becauſe he is worthy, 
yet he is not worthy if he can do no good. 
J do not fpeak of necidental Kind Fences 
and misfortunes by which the braveft man 
may become unable to help his Child; 
but of the natural and artificial capacities 
of the man. He only is fit to be choſen 
for a friend, who can do thoſe offfets for 
which friendſhip. is excelfent. C For ( mi- 
Rake not) no man can be loved for him- 
ſelf, our perfections in this World can- 
not reach ſo high; it is well if we would 
love God at that rate, and 1 very much 
fear, that if God did us no good, we 
might admire his Beauties, but we ſhould 
have but a ſmall proportion of love to- 
wards him; and therefore it is, that God 

to 
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to endear the obedience, that is, the lov 
of his ſervants, ſignifies what bene fits he 

ives us, what great good things he doe 
for us. 1 am the Lord God that browyht 
thee ont of the land of Egypt: and does Fob 
ſerve God for nonght ? vod he that comes to 
God, muſt believe that he is, and that he ts 
4 rewarder : all his other greatneſſes are 
objects of fear and wonder, it is his good- 
nefs that makes him lovely: and fo it is in 
friendſhips. He only is fit to de choſen 
for a friend who can give counſe}, or de- 
fend my canfe, or guide me right, or re- 
lieve my need, or can and will, when 1 
need it, do me good: only this I add: 


onl 
into the heaps of doing * I will reck- 
cl 


on [loving me? fort it is a pleaſure to be 
beloved , but when his love ſigrũ fies no- 
maß but kiſing my cheek, et talking 
kindly, and can go no further, it js a pro- 
ſtuution of the bravery of friendſhip to 
fpend it upon impertinent people who are 
(it may be) londs to their families, but 
cam never eaſe my loads: but ty friend 
is a worthy perfon when he can become 
fo me _inſtezd of God, à guide or 4 ſup- 
port, an eye, ora hand; a ſtaff, or a 
rule: There mult be in friendſhip fome- 
thing 


20 The Meaſures and 


thing to diſtinguiſh it from a Companion, 
and a Country man, from a School-fellow 
or a Goſlip, from a Sweet-heart or a Fel- 
low-traveller : Friendſhip may look in at 
any one of theſe doors, but ir ſtays not 
any where till it come to be the beſt thing 
in the world: and when we conſider that 
one man is not better than another, neither 
towards God nor towards Man, but b 

cong better and braver things, we ſha 

alſo ſee, that that which is moſt beneficent 
is alſo moſt excellent; and therefore thoſe 
friendſhips muſt needs be moſt perfect, 
where the friends can be moſt uſeful, For 
men cannot be uſeful but by worthineſles 


— in the ſeveral inſtances : a fool cannot be 


relyed upon for counſel, nor a vitious per- 
ſon for the advantages of vertue, nor a 
4 for relief, nor a * for con- 
duct, nor a tatler to keep a ſecret, nor a 
pittileſs perſon truſted with my complaint, 
nor a covetous man with my childs for- 
tune, nor a falſe perſon without a witneſs, 
nor a ſuſpicious perſon with a private de-, 
ſign; nor him that I fear with the trea- 
= of my love: But he that is wiſe and 


vertuous, rich and at hand, cloſe and mer- . 


citul, free of his money and tenacious of a 
ſecret, 
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ſecret, open and ingenuous, true and ho- 
neſt, is of himſelf an excellent man; and 
therefore fit to be loved; and he can do 

to me in all capacities where I can 
need him, and therefore is fit to be a 
friend, 'I confeſs we are forced in our 
friendſhips to abate ſome of theſe ingre- 
dients ; but full meaſures of friendſhip, 
would have full meaſures of worthineſs 
and according as any defect is in the foun- 
dation; in the relation alſo there may be 
imperfection : and indeed I ſhall not blame 
the friendſhip ſo it be worthy, though it 
be not perfect; not only becauſe friendſhip 
is charity, which cannot be perfect here, 
but becauſe there is not in the World a 


perfect cauſe of perfect friendſhip, 


Tf you can ſuſpect that this diſcourſe can 
ſuppoſe friendſhip to be mercenary, an 
to be defective in the greateſt worthineſs 
of it, which is to love our friend for our 
friends ſake, I ſhall eaſily be able to de- 
fend my ſelf; becauſe I ſpeak of the ele- 
ction and reaſons of chooſing friends: 
after he is choſen do as nobly as you talk, 
and love as purely as you dream, and let 
your converſation be as metaphyſical as 

your 
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your diſcourſe, and proceed in this me- 
thod, till you be confuted by experience; 
yet till then, the caſe is otherwiſe when 
we ſpeak of chooſing one to be my friend: 
He is oor my friend till I have choſen him, 
or loved him; and if any man coquires 
whom he ſhall chooſe or whom he ſhould 
love, I ſuppoſe it ought not to be anſwer- 
ed, that we ſhould love him who hath leaſt 
amability , that we ſhould chooſe him who 
hath leaſt reaſon to be choſen + Bur if it 
be anſwered, he is to be choſen to. be my 
friend who is moſt worthy in himſelf, not 
he that can do moſt good to me; I ſay, 
here is a diſtinction but no difference , for 
he is moſt worthy in himſelf who can do 
" moſt good; and if he can love me too, 
that is, if he will do me all the good he 
can, that I need, then he is my friend and 
he deſerves it. And it is impoſſible from 
1 a friend to ſeparate a will to do me good : 
and therefore I do not chooſe well, if 1 

chooſe one that hath not power, for if it 
| may conſiſt with the nobleneſs of friend- 
ſhip to deſire that my friend be ready to 
do me benefit or ſupport, it is not ſenſe 
to ſay, it is ignoble to deſire he ſhould 
really do it when I need; and if it were 
a not 
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not for pleaſure or profit, we might as 
well be without a friend as have him. 


Among all the pleaſyres and profits, the 
ſenſual pleaſure and the matter of money 
are the loweſt and the leaſt ; and therefore 
al h they may ſometimes be uſed io 
friendſhip, and ſo not wholly excluded 
from the conſideration of him that js to 
chooſe, yet of all things they are to be the 
lealt regarded, 
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When fortune frowns upon a Man, 
A friend does more than money can. 2 
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For there are beſides theſe, many profits 
and many pleaſures ; and becauſe theſe on- 
ly are ſordid, all the other are noble and 
fair, and the expeRations of them no diſ- 
paragements to the beſt friendſhips, For 
can -any wiſe or good man be angry if I 
ſay, I chooſe this man to be my friend, 
becauſe he is able to give me counſel, to 
reſtraio my wandrings, to comfort me in 
my ſorrows , he is pleaſant to me in pri- 

vate, 
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vate, and we 3 he will my 
my joys double, ivide my grief 

3 and me ? Per hes elſe 
ſhould I chooſe ; For being a fool, and 
uſeleſs; for a pretty face or a ſmooth chin? 
I confeſs it is roſitble to be a friend to 
one that is ignorant, and pitiable, hand- 
ſome and good for nothing, that eats well, 
and drinks deep, but he cannot be a friend 
to me; and I love him with a fondneſs 
or a pity, but it cannot be a noble friend- 
ſhip. 
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ſaid Menander, 


Dy ay and mirth and every days de- 

ight ä 

We chooſe our friends, to whom we 
think we might 

Our Souls intruſt , but fools are they 
that lend 

Their boſom to the ſhadow of a 

friend. 
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— 80 rte Fi ela. Pluraveh calls 
ſoch/friendihips, the Idols and Images of 
fendſhip. - True and brave friendſhips 
are between worthy perſons , and there is 
in Mankind no degree of worthineſs, = 
is alſo a de ree of uſefulneſs. and 
very, thing by which! a man is exre 

I may be profited : and becauſe thoſe as 
the "Brevelt: friends which can beſt ſerve 
the ends of friendſhips, either we muſt 
fuppoſe that frienuſtips are not the great- 
eſt comforts in the World, or elſe we 
miſt ſay, he chooſes his ſriend beſt, that 
chooſes ſuch a one by whom he can receive 
the greateſt comforts and aſſiſtances. 
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3, This being the meaſure of all friend- 
ſhips ; they all partake of excellency, ac- 
cording as they are fitted to this meaſure - 
a friend may be counſelled well enough 
though his friend be not the wiſeſt man 
in the world, and he may be pleaſed in 
his ſociety though he be not the beſt na- 
tured man in the world; but ſtill ir muſt 
be, that ſomethin excellent is, or is ap- 

„or elle-it can be no worthy 
— becauſe * choice is impru- 


dent 
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dent and fooliſh, Chooſe for your friend 
him thas is wiſe and. and ſe 

* 


ments; That is, you muſt not chooſe him 
to be your friend that is not honeſt and 
ſecret, juſt and true to-atinle; bur if he 
bewile at al, and uſeful In any degree, 
and as good as you can have him, you 
need not be aſhamed to own your friend- 
ſhips, though ſometimes you may be 2. 
ſhamed of ſome imperſections of your 

friend. ö ut 
4. But if you yet enquire further, whe, 
ther fancy may be an ingredient in your 
choice ? I anſwer, that fancy may miniſter 
to this as to all other actions in which 
there is a liberty and variety; and we ſhall 
find that there may be peculiarities and 
little partialities, a friendÞip, improperly 
ſo called, entring upon accounts of an in- 
nocent paſſion and a pleas d fancy; even 
our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf loved Saint 
Zoha and Lazarus by a ſpecial love, Which 
was ſignified by ſpecial tente 
| 0 


| 
* 
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of the young man that ſpake well and wiſe- 
ly to Chriſt, it is affirmed, Jeſu loved 
bim: that is, he fancied the man, and his 
ſoul had a certain cognation and ſimilitude 
of temper and inclination, For in all 
things where there is a latitude, every 
faculty will endeavour to be pleaſed, and 
ſometimes the meaneſt perſons in a houſe. 
have a feſtival; even ſympathies and na- 
tural inclinations to ſome perſons, and a 
conformity of humours, and proportion- 
able loves, and the beauty of the face, and 
a witty anſwer may firlt ſtrike the flint 
and kindle a ſpark, which if it falls upon 
tender and compliant natures may grow 
into a Hame; but this will never be main- 
tained at the rate of friendſhip, unleſs it 
be fed by pure materials, by worrhineſſes 
which are the food of friendſbip :; where 
theſe are not, Men and Women may be 


_ pleaſed with one anothers company, and 


lye under the ſame roof, and make them- 
elves companions of equal proſperities, 
and humour their friend; but if you call 
this friendſhip, you give a ſacred name 
to humour or fancy; for there is a Plato- 
nick frieodſhip as well as a Platonick love; 
but they being bur the Titiages of more 

C 2 noble 
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noble bodies are but like tinſel dreſſings, 
which will ſhew bravely by candle-light, 
and do excellently in a mask, but are not 
fit for converſation, and the material en- 
tercourſes of our life, Theſe are the pret- 
tineſſes of proſperity and good-natured 
wit ; but when we ſpeak of friendſhip; 
which is the beſt thing in the World (for 
it is love and beneficence; it is charity 
that is fitted for ſociety ) we cannot ſup- 
poſe a brave pile ſhould be built up with 
nothing ; ard they that build Caftles in the 
air, and look upon friendſhip, as upon a 
fine Romance, a thing that pleaſes the fan- 
cy, but is good for nothing elſe, will do 
well when they are aſleep, or when they 
are come to Elyſinm ; and for ought I 
know in the mean time may be as much 
in love with Mardans in the Grand Cyrus, 
as with the Infants of Spain, or any of the 
moſt perfect beauties and real excellencies 
of the world: and by dreaming of perfect 
and abſtracted friendſhips, make them fo 


immaterial that they periſh in the bandling 


and become good for nothing. 


But I know not whither I was going; 
I did only mean to ſay that becauſe friend- 


_ #thip 
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ſhip is that by which the world is moſt 
bleſſed arid receives moſt good, it ought 
to be choſen amongſt the worthieſt per- 
ſons, that is, amongſt thoſe that can do 
greateſt benefit to each other; and though _ ' 
in equal worthineſs I may chuſe by my eye, 
or ear, that is, into the conſideration of 
the eſſential I may take in. alſo the acci- 
dental and extrinfick worthineſſes , yer I 
ought to give every one their juſt value; 
when the internal beautie; are equal, theſe 
ſhall help to weigh down the ſcale, and I 
will leve a worthy friend that can delight 
me as well as profit me, rather than him 
who cannot delight me at all, and profit 
me »o more; but yet I will not weigh the 

yeſt flowers, or the wings of butter- 

ies againſt wheat; but when I am to 
chuſe wheat, T may take that which looks 
the brighteſt : I had rather ſee Thyme and 
Roſes , Marjoram and July-flowers that 
-are fair and ſweet and medicinal, than the 
prettieſt Tulips that are good for nothing: 
And my Sheep and Kine are better ſervants 
than Race-horſes and Gray-hounds : And 
I ſhall rather furniſh my Study with Pla- 
tarch and Cicero, with Livy and Polybiae, 
than with Caſſandra and Ibrahim _— 

C 3 
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and if I do giye an hour to theſe for di- 
vertiſement or pleaſure, yet I will dwell 
with them that can inſtruct me, and make 
me wiſe and eloquent, ſevere and uſeful to 
my ſelf and others. I end this with the 
ſaying of Lelixs in Cicero: Amicitia non 
debet conſequi utilitatem, ſed amicitiam uti- 
litas, When I chuſe my friend, I will not 
ſtay till I have received a kindneſs ; but I 
will chuſe ſuch an one that can do me ma 
if I need them: But I mean ſuch kindneſ- 
fes which make me wiſer, and which make 
me better; that is, I will when I chuſe my 
friend, chuſe him that is the braveſt, the 
worthieſt and the moſt excellent perſon x 
and then your firſt Queſtion is ſoon. an- 
ſwered; to love ſuch a perſon and to con- 
tract ſuch friendſhips is juſt ſo authorized 
by the principles of Chriſtianity, as it is 
warranted to love wiſdom and vertue, 
goodneſs and beneficence, and all the im- 
preſſes of God upon the ſpirits of brave 
men, 


2, The next inquiry is how far it may 
extend? That is, by what expreflions it 
may be ſignißed? I find that David and 
| fonathan loved at a ſtrange rate; they 

were 
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were both good men; though it happered 
that - Jondthan was on the obliging ſide; 
but here the expreſſions were; enathan 
watched for David: good; told him of 
his danger, and helped him to eſcape; 
took part with Davids innocence againſt 
his Fathers malice and injuſtice , and be- 
yond all this, did it ta his own prejudice z 
ind they two ſtood ike two feet ſupport- 
ing one body; though Jonathan knew 
that David-would prove like the foot of 
a Wreſtler, and would ſupplant him, not 
by any unworthy or unfriendly action, but 
ic was from God; and he gave him his 
hand to ſet him upon his own Throne, 


We find his parallels in the Gentile ſto- 
ries : young eMthenodorw having divided 
the eſtate with his Brother Xeon , divided 
it again when Neues had ſpent his own 
ſhare ; and Luca would not take the 
Conſulſhip till his younger brother had 
firſt enjoyed it for a year; but Pollax di- 
vided with Caſtor his immortality; and 
you know who offer d himſelf to death be- 
ing pledg for his friend; and his friend by 
pet forming his word reſcued hin as brave- 
ly: and when we find in Scripture that 

C 4 a fer 
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for 4 good man ſome will even dare to dic 


and that Aquila and Friſcida laid their I lit 
necks down for S. Y.; and the Galati- d 
aut would have given him their very eyes, F 7, 
that is, every thing that was moſt dear to 1 7 


them, and ſome others were near unto 
death for his ſake ; and that it is a precept 
of Chriſtian charity, to lay down our 
lives for our brethren, that is, thoſe wh 
were combined in a cauſe of Religion, who 
were united with the ſame hopes, and im- 
parted to each other ready aſſiſtances, and 
grew dear by common ſufferings, we need 
enquire no further for the expreſſions: of 
friendſhips : Greater love than this hui nn 
man, than that be lay down his life for his 
friends; and this we are oblig d to do in 
ſome Caſes for all Chriſtians ; and there - 
fore'we may do it for thoſe who are to us 
in this preſent and imperfect ſtate of things, 
that which all the good Men and Women 
in the World ſhall be in Heaven, that is, 
in the ſtate of perfect friendſhips. This is 
the biggeſt ·; but then it includes and can 
ſuppoſe all the reſt; and if this may be 
done for all, and in fome caſes muſt for 
any one of the multitude , we need -not 
leruple whether we may do it for _ 
wae 
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who are better than a multitude. But as 
for the thing it "ſelf, it is not eaſily and 
lightly ro be done; and a Man mult not 
die for humour, nor expend ſo great a 
Jewel for a trifle : yiars dromwanuer A- 
Pity in” wI ui AvorrTid Tapardaops - 
ebueyu: ſaid Philo; we will hardly die 
when it is for nothing, when no good, 
no worthy end is ſerved, and become a 
Sacrifice to redeem a foot boy. But we 
may not give our life to redeem another: 
unleſs x, The party for whom we die be 
a worthy and an uſeful perſon , better for 
the publick, or better for Religion, and 
more uſeful to others than my ſelf. Thus 
Ribiſchins the German died bravely when 
he became a Sacrifice for his Maſter, Mau- 
rice Duke of Saxony; Covering his Ma- 
ſters body with his own, that he might 
eſcape the fury of the Turkiſh Souldiers. 
Saccurram perituro, ſed ut ipſe non peream, 
. uiſs ſi futuru ero magni hominis, aut mag na 
rei merces, ſaid Seneca. I will help a dy- 
ing perſon if I can; but I will not die my 
ſelf for him, unleſs by my death I fave a 
brave man, or become the price of a great 
thing; that is, I will die for a Prince, for 
the republick, or to fave an Army, as 
Won“ C5 David 
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David expos'd himſelf to combat with the 
Philiſtin for the redemption of the hoſt of 
Iſrael : and in this ſenſe, that is true; 
Praſtat ut pereat unns, quam Unitas, bet- 
rer that oxe periſh than a multitude. 2, A 
man dies bravely when he gives his tem- 
poral life to fave the ſoul of any fingle per- 
fon in the Chriſtian world, It is a worthy 
exchange, and the glorification of that 
love by which Chriſt gave his life for eve- 
ry ſoul. Thus he that reproves an errin 
Prince wiſely and neceffarily, he that af- 
firms a fundamental truth, or ſtands up for 
the glory of the Divine attributes, though 
he die for it, becomes a worthy ſacrifice. 
3. Theſe are duty, but it may be heroick 
and full of Chriſtian bravery, to give my 
life to reſcue a noble and a brave friend; 
though I my ſelf be as worthy a man as 
he, uſe the preference of him is an 
act of humility in me; and of friendſhip 
towards him , Humility and Charity ma- 
king a pious difference, where art and na 
me have made all equal. 


Some have fancied other meaſures of 
treating our friends, One ſort of men 
ay that we are to expect that our friends 
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ſhould value us as we value our ſelves : 
which if it were to be admitted, will re- 
quire that we make no friendſhip with a 

rond man; and ſo far indeed were wel}, 

ut then this proportion does exclude 
ſome humble men who are moſt 10 be va- 
laed, and the rather becauſe they under- 
value themſelves. 


Others ſay that a friend is to value his 
friend as much as his friend values him; 
but neither is this well or ſafe, wife or 
ſufficient, for it makes friendſhip a meer 
bargain, and is ſomething like the Coun- 
try weddings in ſome places where I have 


been; where the bridegroom and the 
bride muſt meer in the half way, and if 
they fail a ſtep,” they retire and break the 
match: It is not good to make a reckon- 
ing in friendſhip ; that's merchandiſe , or 
it may be gratitude, but not noble friend- 
ſnip; in which each part ſtrives to out · do 


the other in ſignifications of an excellent 


love: And amengit true ff iendi there is 
no fear of lofing any thing. 


But that which amongſt the old Philo- 


fophers comes neareſt to the right, is that 
| we 
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we love our friends as we love our f(clves: 
If they had meant it as our Bleſſed Saviour 
did, of that general friendſhip by which 
we are to love all Mankind, it had been 
perfect and well; or if they had meant it 
of the inward affection, or of. outward 
juſtice ; but becauſe they meant it of the 
moſt excellent friendſhips, and of the out- 
ward fignifications of it, it cannot be ſuf- 
Hcient ; for a friend may and muſt ſome- 
times do more for his friend than he would 
do for himſelf, Some men will periſh be- 
fore they will beg or petition for them- 
ſelves to ſome certain perſons; but they 
account it noble to do it for their friend, 
and they will want rather than their friend 


v- . 


ſhall want; and they will be more earneſt 


in praiſe or diſpraiſe reſpectively for cheir 
friend than tor themſelves, And indeed I 
account that one of the greateſt demon- 
ſtrations of real friendſhip, that a friend 
can really endeavour to have his friend 
advanced in honour, in reputation, in the 
Opinion of wit or learning before himſelf, 


Martial, Hurum & opes, & rurd frequent 
I. 8. ep. donabit —— ; _— 


18, 4 4 . 
Qi velit ingenio cederg rar 
crit. Sed 
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Sed tibi tant ms ineſt veteri⸗ reſpectus amici, 
Carior ut mea ſit quam tua fama tibi. 


Lands, gold and trifles many give of 
lend; Nn 7 
But he that ſtoops in fame is a rare 


friend ; 

In friendſhips orb thou art the bright- 
eſt ſtar, 

Before thy fame mine thou preferreſt 
far. 


Bat then be pleaſed to think that there- 
fore I ſo highly value this ſignification of 
friendſhip, uſe I ſo highly value hu- 
mility, Humility and Charity are the two x 
greateſt graces in the World; and theſe 
are the greateſt ingredients which con- 
ſtitute friendſhip and expreſs ir, 


But there needs no other meaſures of 
friendſhip, but that ir may be as great as 
you can expreſs it; beyond death it cannot 
go, to death it may, when the cauſe is 
reaſonable and juſt, _—_— and reli- 

ious: and yet if there be any thing great- 
- than to ſolfer death (and — — — 
ro ſome are more inſufferabſe) a true * 
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noble friendſbip ſkrinks not at the greateſt 


trials. 


And yet there is a limit even to friend- 
ſhip. It muſt be as great as our friend 
fairly needs in all things where we are not 
tied up by a former duty, to God, to our 
ſelves, or [ſome pre obliging relative. 
When Pollux heard ſome body whiſper a 
reproach againſt his Brother Caſtor, he 
killed the ſlanderer with his fiſt: that 
was a zeal which his friendſhip could not 
warrant, ' Nulla eſt excuſatio fi amici cau- 
{a peccaveris, ſaid ¶ icero. No friendſhip 
can excuſe a fin : And this the braver No- 
was inſtanced in the matter of duty to 
their Country. It is not lawful to fight 
on our friends part againſt our Prince or 
Country; and therefore when Caine Ne- 
ſus of Cuma in the ſedition of Gracchus 
appeared _ his Country, when he 
was" taken he anſwered ; That he loved 
Tibevins 'Gracchus ſo dearly, that he 
thought fit to follow him whitherſoever 
he led; and begg'd pardon upon that ac- 
count. They who were his Judges were 


ſo noble, that though they knew it no fair 


ercuſe : yet for the honour of frietidſhip 


* 
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they did not directly reject his motion: 
but put him to death, becauſe he did not 
follow, but led on Grace bas, and brought 
his friend into the ſnare: For ſo they pre- 
ſerved the honours of friendſhip on either 
hand, by neither ſuffering ir to be fullied 
by a foul excuſe, nor yet rejected ig any 
fair pretence. A man may not be perju- 
red. for his friend, I remember to have 
read in the Hiſtory of the Low-countries, 
that Grim#tox and Redhead, when Bergen» 
apz00m was befieged by the Duke of Par- 
ma, ated for the intereſt of the of 
Englands Forces a notable deſign , but be- 
ing ſuſpeRed and put for their acquittance 
to take the Sacrament of the Altar, t 
diſſembled their perſons, and their inter- 
eſt, their deſign and their religion, and 
did for the Queens ſervice (as one wittily 
wrote to ery give not only their bodies 
but their ſouls, and ſo deſerved a reward 

reater than ſhe could pay them: I cannot 

y this is 2 thing greater than a friend- 
ſhip can require, for it is not great at all, 
but a great villany, which bath no name, 
and no order in worthy entercourſes , and 
no obligation to a friend ean reach as high 
as our duty to God: And he that does 
| | 3 


— 
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a baſe thing iũ zeal for his friend, burns 


the golden thred that ties their hearts to- 

ether; ir is a conſpiracy, but no longer 
Funda, And when Cato lent his Wife 
to Hortenſius, and Socrates lent his to a 
merry Greek, they could not amongſt 
wiſe perſons obtain ſo much as the fame of 
being worthy friends, neither could thoſe 
great Names legitimate an unworthy acti- 
on under the moſt plauſible title. 


It is certain that amongſt friends their 
eſtates are common; that is, by whatſo- 
ever I can reſcue my friend from calamity, 
I am to ſerve him, or not to call him 
friend; there is a great latitude in this, 
and it is to be reſtrained by no prudence, 
but when there is on the other ſide a great 
neceſſity neither vicious nor avoidable; 
A man may chuſe whether he will or no; 
and he does not fin. in not doing it, unle 
the have bound himſelf to it: But certai 


Friendſbip is the greateſt band in the world, 


and if he have profeſſed a great friendſhip, 
he hath a very great obligation ro do thar 
and more; and he can no ways be diſob- 
liged but by the care of his Natural rela- 
tions. 


1 
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I-faid, | Friend/>ip is the greateft bond in 
the world; | and I had reaſon for it, for it 
is all the bands that this world bath, and 
there is no ſociety, and there is no rela- 
tion that is worthy, but it is made fo by 
the communications of friendſhip, and by 
partaking ſome of its excellencies. For 
friendſhip is a tranſcendent; and [ſignifies 
as much as Unity can mean, and every 
conſent, and every pleaſure, and every be- 
nefit, and every ſociety is the Mother or 
the Daughter of friendſhip, Some friend- 
ſhips are made by nazxre, ſome by centralt, 
ſome by intere#t; and ſome by ſox/s, And 
in proportion to theſe ways of Uniting, 
ſo the friendſhips are greater or leſs, ver- 
tuous or natural, profitable or holy, or 
all this together, Nature makes excellent 
friendſhips, of which we obſerve ſome- 
thing in ſocial parts; growing better in 
each others neighbourhood than where 
they ſtand ſingly : And in animals it is 
more notorious, whoſe friendſhips extend 
ſo far as to herd and dwell together, to 
play, and feed, to defend and fight for one 
another, and to cry in abſence, and to re- 
rer _ 

riend- 
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friendſhips have other =_ leſs — 
they are { u, or they are inſtin#, 
— 8 224 friendſhip there be 
reaſon ſuperadded, ſomething will come 
in upon the ſtock of reaſon which will en · 
noble it; but becauſe no Rivers can riſe 
higher than Fountains, reaſon ſhall draw 
out all. the diſpoſitions which are in Na+ 
ture and cſtabliſh them into - friendſhips, 
but they cannot ſurmount the communica- 
tions of Nature; Nature can make no 
friendſhips greater than her own excellen- 
— Nature ; the 5 of _— 
friendſhips: that is nature 

ſuch Ras contracted without 
which we cannot live, and be educated, 
or be well, or be at all. I this ſcene, 
that of Parents and Children is the great - 
eſt,. which indeed is begun in nature, but 
is actuated by ſociety and mutual endear- 
ments, For Parents love their Children 
becauſe they love themſelves; Children 
being but like emiſſions:of water, ſymbo- 
lical, or indeed the ſame with the foun- 
tain; and they in their poſterity- ſee the 
images and inſtruments of a civil immor- 
taliry, but if Parents and Children do not 
live together, we ſee their friendſhips — 
their 
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their loves are much abated, and ſupport- 
ed. only by fame and duty, by cuſtoms and 
religion, which to nature are but artifi- 
cial pillars, and make this friendſhip to be 
complicated, and to paſs from its own 
kind to another, That of Children to 
their Parents is not properly friendſhip, 
but gratitude and intereſt, and religion, 
and whatever can ſupervene of the nature 
of friendſhip comes in upon another ac- 
_ upon ſociety and worthineſs and 
choice, 


This relation on either hand makes 
great Dearneſſes: But it hath ſpecial and 
proper ſignifications of it, and there is 4 
ſpecial duty incumbent on each other re- 
ſpectively. This friendſhip and ſocial re- 
lation is not equal, and there is too much 
authority on one ſide, and too much fear 
on the other to make equal ſriendſhips; 
and therefore although this is one of the 
kinds of friendſhip, that 1s of a ſocial and 
relative love and converſation, yet in the 
more proper uſe of the word; [Friend- 
ſhip] does do ſome things which Father 
and Son do not; I inſtance in the free and 
open communicating counſels, and the 

even- 
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evenneſs and pleaſantneſs of converſation ; 
and conſequently the ſignipeations of the 
paternal and filial love as they are divers 
in themſelves and unequal, and therefore 
another kind of friendſhip than we mean 
in our inquiry; ſo they are ſuch a duty 
which no other friendſhip can annul : be- 
cauſe their mutual dury is bound' upon 
them by religion long before any other 
friendſhips can be contracted; and there- 
fore having firſt poſſeſſion muſt abide for 
ever. The duty and love to Parents mult 
not yield to religion, much leſs to any new 
friendſhips : and our Parents are to be 
preferred before the Corban , and are at 
80 hand to be laid aſide but when they en- 
gage againſt God : That is, in the rights 
which this relation and kind of friendihip 
challenges as its propriety, it is ſupreme 
and cannot give place to any other friend- 
hips, till the Father gives his right away, 
and or the Laws conſent to it; as in 
the caſe of marriage, emancipation, and 


adoption to another family: in which caſes 
though love and gratitude are ſtill obli- 
ging, yet the ſocieties and duties of rela- 
tion are very much altered, which'in the 
proper and belt friendſhips can never be 

at 
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at all, But then this alſo is true: that the 
ſocial relations of Parents and Children 
not having in them all the capacities of a 
proper friendſhip, cannot challenge all the 
fgnifications of it: that is, it is no pre- 
judice to the duty I owe there, to pay all 
the dearneſſes which are due here, and to 
friends there are ſome things due which 
the other cannot challenge: I mean, my /e- 
cret, and my equal converſation, and the 
pleaſures and intereſts of theſe, and the 
conſequents of all, 


Next to this is the ſociety and dearneſs 
of Brothers and Siſters : which uſually is 
very great amongſt worthy perſons ; but 
if it be conſidered what it is in it ſelf, 
it is but very little; there is very often a 
likeneſs of natural temper , and there is 
a ſocial life under the ſame roof, and they 
are commanded to love one another, and 
they are equals in many inſtances, and are 
endeared by converſation when it is merry 
and pleaſant, innocent and ſimple, without 
art and without deſign, But Brothers 
paſs not into noble friendſhips upon the 
ſock of that relation: they have fair diſ- 
„ 

calie 
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eafie and ready to ferment into the great: 
eſt dearneſſes, if all things elfe be anſwer: 
able, Nature diſpoſes them well rowards 
it, but in this inquiry if we ask what duty 
is paſſed upon a Brother to a Brother even 
for being ſo ? I anſwer, that religign and 
our parents and God and the laws appoint 
what meaſures they pleaſe ; but nature 
paſſes but very little, and friendſhip leſs, 
and this we ſee apparently in thoſe Bro- 
thers who live aſunder, and contract new 
relations, and dwell in other ſocieties : 
There is no love, no friendſhip without 
the entercourſe of converſation : Priend- 
ſkips indeed may laſt longer than our a- 


tracted by it, and eſtabliſhed by pleaſure 
and benefit, and unleſs it be the beſt kind 
of friendſhip (which that of Brothers in 
that meer capacity is not) it dies when it 
wants the proper nutriment and ſupport : 
and to this purpoſe is that which was ſpo- 
pro. ken by Solomon : [better is a neigh- 
* borr that is near, than a Brother 

27.10. . : , 
that is far off : ] that is, although 
ordinarily, Brothers are firſt poſſeſſed of 
the entries and fancies of friendſhip, be- 
cauſe they are of the firſt ſocieties and 
conver- 


bode e but they were firſt con- 
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converſations, yet when that ceaſes and the 
Brother goes away, ſo that he does no 
advantage, no benefit of entercoutſe; the 
neighbour that dwells by me, with whom 
if I converſe at all, either he is my enemy 
and does, and receives evil; or if we con- 
verſe in worthineſſes and bene fit and plea- 
ſant communication uhe is beiter in the 
laws and meaſures of friendſhip than my 
diſtant Brother. Andhit is obſervable that 
[Brother is indeed a word of friendſhip 
and charity and of mutual endearment, 
and ſo is a title of the hraveſt ſociety ; yet 
in all the Scripture there ate no precepts 
given of any duty and comport which 
Brothers, that is, the deſcendents of the 
ſame parents are to have one towards ano- 
ther in that capacity, and ir is not becauſe 
their nearneſs is ſuch that they need none : 
For Parents and children are nearer, and 
yet need tables of duty to be deſcribed; 
and for Brothers, certainly they need it 
infinitely if there be any peculiar duty; 
Cain and Abel are the great probation of 
that, and you know who ſaid, | 


Fratrum q agu gratis rara off: 
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It is not often you hal ſee 
Two Brothers live in amity. 


Bat the Scripture which often deſcribes 
the duty of Parents and Children, never 
deſcribes the duty of Brothers; except 


chere by Bret hren aretmeant all that part 


of mankind who are tied to us by any vi- 
cinity and indearment of religion or coun. 


try, of profeſſion' and family, of contract 


or ſociety, of love and the Bobieſt friend- 
ſhips ; the meaning is, that t fra- 
ternity alone be the endearment : ome 
degrees of friendſhip, without choice and 
without exce yet the relation it 
— is not friendſhip, and does not natu- 
-infer it; and that which is procured 
by it; is but limited ind little; and though 
it may paſs imo it, as other converſations 
may, yet the friendſhip is accidental to it; 
emers upon other accounts, as it does 
between ſtrangers ; with this only diffe- 
rence that Brotherhood does oftentimes 
aſſiſt the valuation of thoſe excellencies for 
which we entertain our — — 
ternity is the opportunity and 
diſpoſition to friendſhip, —— no — 
For 
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For * mg be a fool or 4 vitious 
perſon, the love to which nature and our 
firſt converſation diſpoſes me, does not 
end in friendſhip, bat in pity and fair pro- 
viſions, and aſſiſtances; which is a demon- 
{tration that Brotherhood is but the incli- 
nation and addreſs to friendſhip: and 
though I will love a worthy Brother more 
than a worthy ſtranger z if the worthineſs 
be , becauſe the re lat ion is ſomething, 
and being put into the ſcales againſt an 


equal worthineſs muſt needs turn the bal- 


lance, as every grain will do in an even 
weight; yet when the relation is all the 
worthineſs that is pretended, it cannot 
ſtand in competition with a friend : for 
though a ff iend-· Brother is better than a 
fiend fraxger, where the friend is equal, 
ut the Brother is not: yet a Brother is 
not better than a friend; but as Solomons 
expreſſion is {there is a friend that is bet- 
ter than a Brother, and to be born of 
the ſame parents is ſo accidental and extrin- 
ſick to a mans pleaſure or worthineſs, or 
ſpiritual advantages, that though it be-very 
pleaſing and uſeful that a Brother ſhould be 
a friend, yet it 15 no great addition 10 2 
friend that be alſo is a Brother: there is 
"7: 20 ſomes 
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ſomething in it, but not much. But 
ſhort, the caſe is thus. The firſt beg 
nings of friendſhip ſerve the neceſlities; 
but choice and worthineſs are the excelle 
cies of its endearment and its brave 
and between a Brother that is no fri 
and à friend that is no Brother, there 
the ſame difference as between the diſ 
ſition, and the act or habit: a Brother! 
he be worthy is the readieſt and the nen 
eſt to be a friend, but till he be ſo, he 
but the twi- light of the day, and but t 
bloſſome to the faireſt fruit of Paradiſe 
A Brother does not always make a frier 
but a friend ever makes à Brother 2 
more : And although nature ſometime 
finds the tree, yet friendſhip engraves 
Image; the firſt relation places him inthe 
Garden, but friendſhip ſets it in the 

ple, and then only it is venerable and i 
cred : and ſo is Brotherhood hen it hat 
the ſoul of friendſhip, h 


2 
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So that if it be asked which are moſt t 
be valued, Brothers or friends; the an 
ſwer is very eaſie; Brotherhood is or may 
be one of the kinds of friendſhip, 
from tbence only hath its value, and , 
8 55 J 
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ðderefore if it be compared with a greater 
"I friendſhip muſt give place : But then it is 
dot to be asked which is to be preferred, 
a Brother or a Friend, but which is the 
etrer friend; Memuon or my Brother ? 
For if my Brother ſays I ought to love 
him beſt, then he ought „„ 
to love. me beſt, * if he 2 
1 3 quis mibi 
does, then there is a great preſſet Ore 
"friendſhip, and he poſſi- oc non . 
bly is to be preferred ; 5%, AMaret, ur 4 
if he can be that friend C #4: Mar. 
S which he pretends to be. 
that is, if he be equally worthy : but if 
he ſays, I muſt love him only becauſe he 
Is my Brother, whether he loves me or no, 
y he is ridiculous ; and it will be a ſtrange 
relation which , hath no correſpondent * 
but ſuppoſe it, and add this alſo, that 1 
am equally his Brother as he is mine, ard 
then he alſo mult love me whether I love 
him or no; and if he does not, he ſays, I 
muſt love him though he be my Enemy; 
and ſo I muſt, but I muſt not love my E- 
.vemy though he be my Brother more then 
I love my Friend; and at laſt if he does 
love me for being his Brother, I confeſs 
that this love deſerves love again ; but 
L 22 then 
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then I conſider, that he loves me upon i 
incompetent reaſon : for he that loves « 
only becauſe I am his Brother, loves 1 
for that which is no worthineſs, and I m 
love him as much as that comes to, 

for as little reaſon , unleſs this be adde 
that he loves me firſt : but whether choi 
and union of ſouls, and worthineſs. of 1 
ners, and greatneſs of N 
uſefulneſs of converſation, and the | 

fits of Counſel, and all thoſe endearmer 
which make our lives pleaſant and our pe 
ſons Dear, are not better and greater req 
ſons of love and Dearneſs than to be bach 
of the ſame fleſh, I think a 

perſons needs no great inquiry. 

ternity is but a Cognation of bodies, | 
Friendſhip is an Union of ſouls which are 
confederated by more noble ligatures. My 
Brother, if he be no more, ſhall have my 
hand to help . but unleſs he be 1 
friend too, he cannot challenge my heart ; 
and if his being my friend be the greatet 
nearneſs, then friend is more than Brother 
and I ſuppoſe no man doubts but that DA 
25d lov'd Jonathan far more than he lov'd 
his Brother E/iab. 


One 
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Hir, and that is, whether a friend may 
Sf be more than a Husband or Wife; To 
TY Which I anſwer, that it can never be rea- 
oY ſonable or juſt, prudent or lawful ; but 
e reaſon is, becauſe Marriage is the 
af Queen of friendſhips, in which there is a 
"F communication of all that can be commn- 


"ſacred by vows and love, by bodies and 
ſouls, by intereſt and cuſtome, by religion 
and by laws, by common Counſels, and 
common fortunes; it is the principal in 
the kind of friendſhip, and the meaſure of 
all the reſt : And there is no abatement to 
this conſideration, but that there may be 
ſome allay in this as in other leſſer friend- 
ſhips by the incapacity of the perſons : 
if I have not choſen my friend wiſely or 
fortunately, he cannot be the correlative 
in the beſt Union; but then the friend 
lives as the ſoul does after death, it is in 
the ſtate of ſeparation, in which the ſoul 
ſtrangely Joves the body and longs to be 
reunired, but the body is an uſeleſs trunk 
and can do no miniſteries to the ſoul, 
which therefore __ have the body 

3 re- 


— 
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one 2 more there may be in this 


cated by friendſhip : and it being made 
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reformed and reftored and made a brave 


and a fit companion: ſo muſt theſe beſt 
friends, when one is uleleſs or unapt to 
the braveries of the princely — 


they muſt love ever, and pray ever, and 


long till the other be perfected and made 


fit; in this caſe there wants only the bo- 
dy, but the ſoul is ſtill a relative and muſt 
be ſo for ever. 


friends, but they cannot always ſignifie all 
that to each other which their friendſhips 


1 


ley which ſends up a thick vapour to 
cover his face; and though his beams are 
* eternal, yet the emiſſion is intercepted 
the intervening cloud. But however 

| friendſhips are but parts of this; a man 


to his Wife, that is [the deareſt * in 
Nature is not comparable to the deareſt thing 


K friendſhip : J and I think this is argu- 


ment lufficient to prove friendſhip to be 
the greateſt band in the world Add to 
"this, that other friendſhips are parts of 
this, they are marriages too, leſs indetd 
than the other, becauſe they cannot, muſt 
not 


—A Husband and a Wife are the beſt 


would; as the Sun ſhines not upon a Val- 


mult leave Father and Mother and cleave . 
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not be all that endearment which the other 
is j yet that being the principal, is the 
meaſure of the reſt, and are all to be ho- 
noured by like digaities, and meaſured by 
the ſame: rules, and conducted by their 
portion of the ſame Laws : But as friend- 
ſhips are CAarriages of the ſoul, and of 
fortunes and interelts, and, counſels; ſo 
they. are brotherhoods too; and I often 
think of the excellencies of friendſhips in 
the words of David, who certainly. was 
the beſt friend in the World C Ecce quam 
benum & quam juc undum fratres babitare 
in unum :] It is good and it is pleaſant 
that Brethren ſhould live like friends, t 5 
is, they who are any ways relative, and {//- 
who are any ways ſocial and confederate 
ſhould alſo dwell in Unity and loving ſo- 
ciety, for that is che meaning of tha word 
* in Scripture [It was my Bro- 
ther 7onathan]] ſaid David , ſuch Bro- 
thers contracting ſuch friendſhips are the 
beauties of ſociety, and the pleaſure of 
— and the —— of _ : 8 

ver can be ſpoken of love, which is: 
God's eldeſt daughter, can be {aid of ver- 
tuõũi Friendſhips ; and though Carneades 
nid an eloquent Oration at Ame againſt 
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juſtice, and yet never ſaw a Panegyrick of 


malice, or ever read that any man was 


witry againſt friendſhip. Indeed it is pro- 
bable that ſome men, finding themſelves 
by the peculiarities of friendſhip excluded 
from the participation of thoſe beauties of 
ſociety which enamel and adorn the wiſe 
and the vertuous, might ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves to have reaſon to ſpeak the evil 
words of envy and detraction; I wonder 
not that all thoſe unhappy ſouls which ſhall 
find heaven gates ſhut againſt them, will 
think they have reaſon to murmur and 
blaſpheme : The ſimilitude is apt enough, 
for that is the region of friendſhip, and 
love is the light of that glorious Countrey, 
but ſo bright that it needs no Sun: Here 
we have fine and bright rayes of that Ce- 
leſtial flame, and though to all Mankind 
the light of it is in ſome meaſure to be ex- 
rended, like the treaſures of light dwellin 
in the South, yet a little do illuſtrate — 
beautifie the North, yet ſome live under 
the line, and the beams of friendſhip in 
= poſition are imminent and perpendi- 
cular. 


I know but one thing more in which 
E 


— —— — 
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the Communications of friendſhip can be 
reſtrained ; and that is, in Friends and 
Enemies: Amicus amici, amicus mens non 
ent: My friends friend is not always my 
friend; nor his enemy mine; for if my 
friend quarrel with-a third perſon with 
whom he hath had no friendſhips, upon 


the account of intereſt; if that third per- 


ſon be my friend, the vobleneſs of our 
friendſhips deſpiſes ſuch a quarrel ; and 
what may be reaſonable in him, would be 
ignoble in me; ſometimes it may be o- 
therwiſe, and friends may marry one ano- 
thers loves and hatreds, but it is by chance 
if it. can be juſt, and therefore becan/e it 
5s not s right it cannot be ever neceſ+ 


far). 


In all things elſe, let friendſhips be as 
high and expreſſive till they become an 
Union, or that friends like the Molionidæ 
be ſo the ſame that the flames of their 
dead bodies make but one Pyramis; no 
charity can be reproved; and ſuch friend- 
ſhips which are more than ſhadows, are 
nothing elſe but the rayes of that glorious 


grace drawn into one centre, and made 


more active by the Union; and the pro- 
D 5 ber 


— 
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per ſignifications are well repreſented in 
the old Hieroglyphick, by which the an- 
cients depicted friendſhip : In the beau- 
© ties and ſtrength of a young man, bare- 
“headed, rudely clothed, to ſignifie its 
cc activity, and laſtingneſs, readineſs of 
« aRion, and aptneſſes to do ſervice z 
Upon the: fringes of his 2 was 
« written Mors & vita, as ſignifying that 
4 life and death the friendſhip was the 
«fame; on the forehead was written 
« Summer and Winter, that is, proſperous 
4 and adverſe accidents and ſtates of life 
<* the left arm and ſhoulder was bare and 
* naked down to the heart to which the 
« finger pointed, and there was written 
* Jonge & prope : by all which we know 
that friendſhip does good far and near : 
in Summer and Winter, in life arid death, 
and knows no difference of ſtate or acci- 
dent but by the variety of her ſervices ; 
— —_— — no — > what we can 
de obliged by friendſhip, for it is eve 
ching that — be hene t and prudent, — 
al and neceſſary. 


For this is all the allay of this Univer- 
ality, we may do any thing or ſuffer any 
t 


— - 


=” © Officer of Eriendbp. J 
h, thor is = or xt or fron? 


in — m_ per felt walter of op my 
= and fortwies. But I would not in 
— vilit my friend when he is ſick of 


the ph , unleſs I can do hi good. e- 


* 
* 

> 

. 

; 


D in ns 4 in my power : 
Jod when he io Ceage © will noc run into 


1 "wil moura, for hr him, and xerform his 
will, and take care of his relatives, anc 
do for him as if. he were alive, and I tl 
that is the meaning ot Tat arg Taying of 
a Greek Poet. 


— 
— 
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; To me though diſtant let thy friendſhip 
fly, | 
Though men bg mortal, friendſhips myſt 


vo die, „ 
: 0¹ all thiogs- elſe there's great 5 : 


| tiety. ** 
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Of ſuch immortal abſtracted pure friend- 
ſhips indeed there is no great plenty, and 
to ſee brothers hate each other, is not ſo 
rare as to ſee them love at this rate. The 
dead and the abſent bave but few friends, 
fay the Spaniards ; but they who are. the 
fame to their friend dee, when he 
is in another Countrey, or in another 
World, theſe are they who are fit to pre- 
= the ſacred fire — eternal n 

to perpetuate the memory of thoſe 
exemplar friendfhips of the beſt men which 
have filled the World with hiſtory and 
wonder: for in no other ſenſe but this, 
can it be true ; that friendſhips are pure 
loves, regarding to do good more than 
to receive it: He that is a friend after 
death, hopes not for a reeompenſe from 
his friend, and makes no bargain either for 
fame or love; but is rewarded with the 
conſcience and ſatisfaction of doing brave- 
Iy : but then this is demonſtration that 
they chooſe Friends beſt who rake perſons 
fo worthy that can and will do ſo ; This is 
the profit and uſefulneſs of friendſhip , 
and he that contracts ſuch a noble Union, 
muſt take care that his friend be ſuch who 
can 
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am ard will; but hopes that himſelf hall 
be firſt and put to act it : I will not 
ting, bur hope la hal be en the ge 

ing, but I hope that 1 on the gi- 
ving and aſſiſting part; and yet if both the 
friends be ſo noble, and hope and ſtrive 
to do the benefit, I cannot well ſay whictr 
ought to yield; and whether that friend- 
ſhip were braver that could be content to 
be unproſperous ſo his friend might have 
the glory of aſſiſting him; or that which 
deſires ro give affiſtances in the greateſt 
meaſures of friendſhip : but he that choo- 
ſes a worthy friend that himſelf in the days 
of ſorrow and need might receive the ad- 
vantage, hath no excufe, no pardon, un- 
lefs himſelf be as certain to do aſſiſtances 
when evil fortune fhall require them. 
The ſum of this anſwer to this enquiry 1 
give you in a pair of Greek verſes, ' © 


ice beg ov Ths eln Tingy SAC 
iy reg xaxois I Tix pines hugo ire. 


Friends are to friends as leſſer Gods, 
while they 
Honour and ſervice to sach other 

Pay. 


Bus 


comes, grudge, 


But when à dark cloud 
not to lend 1 


3. The laſt iry is, how friend/vips 
are to be conduſt e; That is, what are the: 
duties in preſence. aud in abſence, whether, 
the friend: may not deſirg to enjoy his friend 
as well as his friendſhip? The anſwer to 
which in a great meaſure depends upon 
what I have ſaid already: and if friend- 
ſhip be a charity in ſociety, and is not for 
contemplation and poiſe, but for material 
comforts-and noble treatmems and uſages, 
this is no peradventure, but that if I buy 
land, I may eat the fruits, and if I take 2 
houſe I may dwell in it; and if I love a 
worthy perſon, I may pleaſe my felf in his 
Tociety ; and in this there is no exception, 
unleſs the friendſhip be between perſons 
of a different ſex : for then not only the 
intereſt of their religion, and the care of 
their honour, but the worthineſs of their 
frieodſhip requires that their entercourſe 
be prudent and free from ſuſpicion and 

roach Y and if à friend is obliged to 
r 
© 


. © * 

ere Fran, ef 
of his friend; it will concern him to con- 
duct His ernertourſe in the lines of a ver- 
tous „ fo that he ſhall rather 
loſe much of bi o c fort, than ſhe any 
thing of ber honowr ; and in this caſe” the 

es of people are ſo to be regarded, 

that next to innocence they are the __ 
cipal. But when by caution and prudence 
and ſevere conduct, a friend hath done all 
that he or ſhe can to ſecure fame and ho- 
nourable reports; after this, their noiſes 
are to be deſpiſed ; they mult not fright 
us from our friendſhips, nor from 
faireſt emercourſes ; 1 may lawfuly plack 
the clafters from my own Vine, thongh be 
that walks by, calls me thief, 


But by the way (Madam) you may ſet 
how much 1 differ from the moroſity of 
thoſe Cynicks who would not admit your 
fex into the communities of a-noble friend- 
ſhip, I believe ſome Wiyes have been 
the beſt friends in the World; and few 
ſtories can out-do the nobleneſs and piety 
of rhat Lady that ſuck d the poyſonous, 
*purnledt matter from the wound of our 

brave Prince in the holy Land, when an 
 Aﬀlafine had piere'd him with 3 vero 
arrow ; 


Nn 
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arrow ; and if it be told that Women can 
not retain counſel, and therefore can be no 
brave friends; I can beſt confute them by 
the ſtory of Porcia, who being fearful of 
the weakneſs of her ſex, ſtabb d her elf 
into the thigh to try how ſhe could bear 
pain; and finding her ſelf conſtant enongh 
to that ſufferance, gently chid her Bratas 
for not daring to truſt her, ſince now ſhe 
perceived that no torment could wreſt that 
ſecret from her, which ſhe hoped might 
intruſted to her, If there were not 
more things to be ſaid for your ſatisfacti- 
on, I could have made it diſputable whe- 
ther bave been more illuſtrious in their 
friendſhips Men or Women ? I cannot 
ſay that Women are capable of all thoſe 
excellencies by which Men can oblige the 
World; and therefore a female friend in 
ſome caſes is not ſo good a counſellor as 
a wiſe man, and cannot ſo well defend my 
honour ; nor diſpoſe of rehiefs and affiſt- 
ances if ſhe be under the power of ano- 
ther : but a woman can loye as paſſionate- 
. Jy, and converſe as pleaſantly, and retain 
A ſecret as faithfully, and be uſeful in her 
oper miniſteries; and ſhe can die for 
her friend as well as the braveſt Romay 
Knight; 
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; and we find that ſome perſons 
have engag'd themſelves as far as death 
upon a lefs intereſt than all this amounts 
to: ſuch were the ivyanuaic, as the 
Greeks call them, the Devoti of a Princg 
or General, the Aſſaſines amongſt the S. 
racent, the ZoxrS yer amongſt the old G4. 
latians : they did as much as a friend could 
do; and if the greateſt ſervices of a friend 
can be paid for by an ignoble price, we 
cannot grudge to vertuous and 
men that they be partners ina noble friend- 
ſhip, fince their converſation and returns 
can add ſo many moments to the feliciry of 
our lives: and therefore, though a Knife 


* 


cannot enter as far as a Sword, yet a Knife 


may be more uſeful to ſome purpoſes 
xd fn every thing, except it be a init 
an enemy. A man is the beſt friend in 
trouble, but a woman may be equal to him 
in the days of joy: a woman can as well 
increaſe our comforts, but cannot ſo well 
leſſen our ſorrows : and therefore we do 
not carry women with us when we go to 
fight; but in peaceful Cities and times, 
vertuous women are the beauties of ſociety 
and the prettineſſes of Hendimp. And 
Wun THAT TE 
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world have all thoſe excellencies by whichy 
friendſhip can be ufeful and illuſtrious, we 
may as well allow women as men to be 
friends ; ſince they can have all that which 
can be neceſſary and eſſential to friend- 
ſhips, and theſe cannot have all by which 
friendſhips can be accidentally improved; 
in all ſome abatements will be made; and 
we ſhall do too much honour to women if 
we reject them from friendſhips becauſe 
ey are not perfect: for if to friendſhips. 
admit imperfet men, becauſe no man 
s perfect: he that rejects women does 
find fault with them becauſe they are not 
more perſect than men, which either does 
ſecretly affirm that they ought and can be 
perfect, or elſe it openly accules men of 
injuſtice and partiality. 


I hope you will pardon me that I am a 
little go e from my undertaking, I went 
aſide to wait upon the women and to do 
counten nce to their tender vertues: I am 
now return'd, and, af 1 were to do the 
office of a guide to uninſtructed friends, 
would add the particulars following: Ma- 
dam, you need not read them now, but 
when any friends come to be taught by 
: - your 


©" 
” 4 
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J precept and example how to converſe. 
* nobleſt conjurations, you may put 
theſe into better words and tell them, 


1. That the firſt law of friendſhip is, 
they muſt neither ask of their friend what 
is Undecent; nor grant it if themſelves be 
askt, For it is no good office to make my 
friend more vicious or more a fool, I 
will reſtrain his folly, but not nurſe it; I 
will not make my groom the officer of my; 
laſt and vanity, There are Villains who | 
ſell their ſouls for bread , that offer fn 
and vanity at a price : I ſhould be unwil- 
ling my friend ſhould know I am vicious; 
but if he could be brought to miniſter to 
it, he is not worthy to be my friend : and 
if I could offer it to him, I do not deſerve 
to claſp hands with a vertuous perſoo, 


ity 
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2. Let no Man chuſe him for his friend 
whom it ſhall be poſſible for him ever af- 
ter to hate, for though the ſociety may 
juſtly be interrupted, yet /ove is an immor- 
tal thing, and I will never deſpiſe him 
whom 1 could once think worthy of my 
love, A friend that proves not good is 
rather to be ſuffered, than any enmities be 
enter- 


9 
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entertained : and there are ſome outer of. 
fices of friendſhip and little drudgeries in 
which the lefs worthy are to be imployed, 
and it is better that he be below ſtairs than 
quite thrown out of doors. 


3. There are two things which a friend 
can never pardon, a treacherous blow and 
the revealing of a ſecret, becauſe theſe are 

aink the Nature of friendſhip , they are 

adulteries of it, and diſſolve the Uni- 
on; and in the matters of friendſhip which 
is the marriage of fouls ; theſe are the 
proper cauſes of divorce : and therefore 
I ſhall add this only, that ſecrecy is the 
chaftity of friendfvip, and the publication 
of it is a proſtitution and direct debauche- 
ry; but a ſecret, treacherous wound is a 
perfect and unpardonable Apoſtafie, I re- 
member a pretty apologue that Bromiard 
tells, A Fowler ina ſharp froſty — 
| Stari taken many little birds for whic 
\ he long watched, began to take up his 
Nets, and nipping the birds on the head 
d laid them down, A young Thruſh eſpying 
* the tears trickling down his cheeks by rea- 
fon of the extreme cold, ſaid to her Mo- 
re 
0 


Wo ogy Friendly: ® 

- tiful and compaſſionate that wept ſo bit- 
terly over the calamity of the poor Birds, 

| But her Mother told her more wiſely, — 

ſhe mi Nr Ar- 

| - irion by his hard th my ſex _ 
the Ac do ſtrike — 

never be admitted to — 15 peaks | 
fairly and weeps pitifully, Friendſhip is % 
the 90 honeſty and ingenuity in the 
World. 


4. Never accuſe thy friend, nor belleve 
bim that does; if thou doſt, thou haſt 
broken the skin; but he that is 
with every little fault breaks the bones- 
of friendſhip ; and when we conſider that 
in ſociety and the accidents of ev day, 
in which no man is conſtantly pleaſed or 
diſpleaſed with the ſame things; we ſhall 
find reaſon to impure the change unto our 
U and the emanat ions of the Sun are 

— when our eyes are ſore: and 
ave no reaſon to be angry with an 
—— light, becauſe we have a c 
able and a mortal faculty. But bowerer, 
do not think thou didſf contract alliance 
with an Angel, when thou didſt take thy 
friend into thy bolom ; he may be 1 


as 


96 me ere and 
as well as thou art, and thou mayelt nee 
-pardon as well ab he, ane 


bid int cunpi mood giaer dd 
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that man loves flattery more than, fr ienaſbip 
-who wonld not only have his friend, but al 
= comingencies of his friend to humour 
bim. 


5. Give thy friend counſel wiſely and 
charitably, but leave him to his liberty 
whether he will follow thee or no: and be 
not angry if thy counſel be rejected: for, 
advice tis no Empire, and he is not 
friend that will be my Judge whether I 
will or no. Neoptolemm had never been 
honoured with the victory and ſpoils of 
Troy if he had attended to the tears and 
<ounſel of Z,ycomedes, who being afraid to 
venture the young man, fain would have 
had him ſleep at home ſafe in his little 


— * — 
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Aland. He that gives advice to his friend 
and exatts obedience to it, does not the 
kindneſs and ingenuity of a friend, but the 
office and pertneſs of a School-maſter, 


6. Never be 2 Judge between thy 
friends in any matter where both ſet their 
hearts upon the victory: If ſtrangers or 
enemies be litigants, what ever ſide thou 
favoureſt, thou getteſt a friend, but when 
Friends ate the parties thou loſeſt one. 


7. Never comport thy felf ſo, as that 
thy friend can be afraid of thee : for then 
the ſtate of the relation alters when a 
new and troubleſame paſſion fupervenes. 
OD ERUNT n. CHETUUNT, 
Perfelt love caſteth ont fear, and no man 
is friend to a Tyrant; but that friendſhip 
is Tyranny where the love is changed into 
Fear, equality into empire, ſociety. into 
obedience; for then all my kindneſs to him 
alſo will be no better than flattery. 


8. Wben you admoniſh your friend, 
let it be without bitterneſs ; when you 
-chide him, let it be without reproach ; 
when you praiſe him, let it be with wor- 
ny 


- 
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, too little is envy, if you do it 
juſtly, you teach him true meaſures : bur 
when others praiſe him, rejoyce, though 
they. praiſe not thee, and remember that 
if thou eſteemeſt his praiſe to be thy dif. 
paragement, thou art envious, but neither 
Jult nor kind. 


9. When all things elſe are equal prefer 
an old friend before a new. If thou mean- 
| eſt to ſpend thy friend, and make'a gain 
i of him till he be weaty, thou wilt eſteem 
$ him as a beaſt of burden, the worſe for his 
Y age; But if thou eſteemeſt him by noble 
” _. meaſures, he will be better to thee by thy 
# being uſed to him, by trial and experience, 
dy reciprocation of indearments, and an 
E habitual worthineſs, An old friend is like 

old wine, which when a man hath drunk, 
he doth not defire new, becauſe he ſaith 
the old is Better. But every old friend 
was new once; and if he be worthy keep 


7 


the new one till he become old. 


10. Aſter all this, treat thy friend no- 
bly, love o be with him, do to him all 


— — 
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the worthineſſes of love and fair endear, 
ment, according to thy capacity and his 

Bear with bis infarmities till they approach 


ſemble with him, never deſpiſe him, ne- 
ver leave him. Give him gifts and up- 
braid him not, and refuſe not his kind- 
neſſes, and be ſure never to deſpiſe the 
ſmalneſs or the impropriety of them. 
Confirmatur amor beneficio accepto: A gift 
(faith Solomon) faſteneth friendſhips , for 
28 an eye that dwells long upon a ſtar muſt 
be refreſhed with leſſer beauties and 
ſtrengthened with greens and 1 
glaſſes, leſt the ſight become amazed wit 
too great a ſplendor; ſo muſt the love of 
friends ſomerimes be refreihed with mate- 


Exira fortunam eſt quicquid donatur amicis: 
Quas dederss ſolas ſemper babebis — 
rt. I. 5. ep. 43. 


Et tamen boc vitium, ſed non leve, fit licet unum, 
Luod colit ingratas pauper amicitias, 
Luis largitur opes veteri ſidoque ſodali? 
ep.19, 
Non belle quædam faciunt duo: ſufficit unus 
Auic operi: ſi vis ut loquar ipſe tace. 
Crede mibi quamvis ingentia Poſtbume dones, 
Autborjs pereunt garrulitate ſui. : 
ep. 53. 
E rial 


towards being criminal; but never dif AF 
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rial and low Careſſes; leſt by ſtriving to 
be roo divine it become leſs humane: It 
muſt be allowed its ſhare of both: It is 
hamare in giving pardon and fair conſtru- 
ion, openneſs and ingenuity, and 
keeping ſecrets , it hath ſomet hing that is 
divine, becauſe it is beneficent ; * much 
becauſe it is eternal. 
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The I. LETTER. 
A Copy of the firit Letter 


written to 4 (rentlewo- 
man newly ſeduced to the 


Church of Rome. 


AM. B. 


Was deſirous of an opportunity in 
London to have diſcourſed with you 


concerning ſomething of neareſt con- 
cernment to you; but the multitude 

of my little affairs hindred me, and have 
brought upon ypgu this trouble to read a 
long Letter, which yet I hope you will be 
more willing to do, becauſe it comes from 
one who hath a great reſpect to your per- 
ſon, and a very great charity ro your ſoul : 
I muſt confeſs I was on your behalf trou- 
8 _ bled 
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bled when I heard you were fallen from 
the Communion of the Church of England, 
and entred into a voluntary, unneceſſary 
ſchiſm, and departure from the Laws of 
the King, and the Communion of thoſe 
with whom you have always lived in cha- 
rity, going againſt thoſe Laws in the de- 
fence and profeffion of which your Hus- 
band died, going from the Religion in 
which you were Baptized, in which for ſo 
many years, you lived piouſly and hoped 
for Heaven, and all this without any ſuf- 
ficient reaſon, without neceſſity or juſt 
ſcandal miniſtred to you; and to aggra- 
vate all this, you did it in a time when the 
Church of England was perſecuted, when 
ſhe was marked with the CharaReriſms of 
her Lord, the marks of the Croſs of eſas, 
that is, when fhe ſuffered for a holy cauſe 
and a holy conſcience, when the Church 
of England was more 3 than at any 
time before; Even when ſhe could ſhew 
more Martyrs and Confeſſors than any 
Church this day in. Chriftendom, even 
then when a King died io the profeſſion 
of her Religion, and thouſands of Prieſts, 
learned and pious Men ſuffered the ſpoil- 
ing of her goods rather than they would 
e 
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forſake one Article of ſo excellent a Re- 
ligion z So that ſeriouſly it is not eaſily to 
be imagined that any thing ſhould move 
you, unleſs it be that which troubled the 
peryerſe Jews, and the Heathen Greek, 
Scandalam crucis, the ſcandal of the Croſs ; 
You ſtumbled at that Rock of offence, 
You leſt us becauſe we were afflicted, leſ- 
ſened in outward circumſtances and wrap- 
ped in a cloud, but give = leave only 
to remind you 'of that ſad f. ing of the 
Scripture, that you may uk the conſe- 
gent of it; They that fall on this tone 
oat be ST, in —_— but they on whom 
it ſhall fall ſhall be grinded to powder, 
And if we ſhould conkier things but pru- 
denily, it is a great argument that the {ors 
of our Church are "oy conſcientious and 
juſt in their perſwaſions, when it is evi- 
dent, that we have po temporal end to 
ſerve, nothing but the 72 end of our 
ſouls, al our our hopes of preferment are 
one, all ſecular re * only we. (till 
ve truth on our ſides, and we are not 
willing with the loſs 1 truth to . 
from a perſecuted to a pro oſperous Churc 
from a Reformed to a Church that will not 
be reformed ; leſt we give ſcandal to good 
E 4 people 
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people that ſuffer for a holy conſcience, 
and weaken the hands of the afflicted; of 
which if you had been more careful, you 
would have remained much more inno- 
cent, 


But I pray, give me leave to conſider 
for you, becauſe you in your change con- 
ſidered fo little for your ſelf, what fault, 
what falſe doctrine, what wicked and dan- 
gerous propoſition, what defect, what 
amiſs did you find in the Doctrine and 
Liturgy and Diſcipline of the Church of 
England ? 


For its doctrine, It is certain it profeſ- 
ſes the belief of all that is written i& the 
Old and New Teſtameor, all that which is 
in the three Creeds, the Apoſtolical, the 
Nicene, and that of At hauaſius, and 
whatſoe ver was decreed in the four Gene- 
ral Councils, or in any other truly ſuch, 
and whatſoeyer was condemned in theſe, 
our Church hath: legally declared it ta be 
Hereſie. And upon theſe atcounts ubove 
four whole ages of the Church wert to 
Heaven ; they baprized all their Catechu- 
mens into this faith, their hopes of Hea- 

+ b Ven. 
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ven was upon this and a: good life, their 
Saints and Martyrs lived and died in this 
alone, they denied Communion to none 
that profeſſed this faith. This is the Ca- 
tholick faith, ſo ſaith the Creed of ta- 
naſis ; and unleſs a company of Men have 
power to alter the faith of God, whoſo- 
ever live and die in this faith, are intire- 
ly 'Catholick, and Chriftias. ' So that the 
Church of Exgland hath the ſame faith 
without diſpute that the Church had for 
400. or 500, Years, and therefore there 
could be nothing wanting here to ſaving 
faith, if we live according to our belief. 


2. For the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, I ſhall not need to ſay much, be- 
cauſe the caſe will be very evident; Firſt, 
Becauſe the diſputers of rhe Church of 
Rome have not been very forward to ob- 
jet any thing againſt it, they cannot 
charge it with any evil: 2. Becauſe for -* 


all the time of King Edu. 6, and till te 
eleventh year of Queen Elizabeth, your 

people came to our Churches and prayed 
wich us, till the Bull of P] int came 


out upon temporal regards, and made a” > 
Schiſm by forbidding the Queens Sabje&ts -T &. 
: ES 100 


to pray as by Law was here appointed; 
though the prayers were good and holy, 
25 themſeives did —_ — 
joyned Reculancy, made that w 

was an act of Rebellion, and Diſobedience, 
and Schiſm, to be the character of your 
Roman Carholicks. And after this, what 
can be ſuppoſed wanting in order to ſalva- 
ook of tr e Tecede of i have the Word of God, the 


es, | reeds 
rim 1 3 of the four 
ouncils, a holy Liturgy, ex- 
80 = rs, perfeR Sacraments, Faith 
and Repentance, the Ten —— ndments, 
and th > 


he Sermons ; of Chr IR, and all The pre- 


er pts and counſals of the e 
—— of £ l and 


0 
1 rictly exact the ſeverny of a 
© hve in obedience to God, 
— 8247 to die for him, and do ſo 


when he requires us ſo todo; We ſpeak 
honourably of his moſt holy Name, we 
worſhip him at the mention of his Name, 
we confeſs his Attributes, we love his Ser- 
vants, we pray for all Men, we love all 
Chriſtians, even our moſt erring Brethren, 
we confeſs our fins to God and to our 
Brethren whom we have offended, 1 

$ 


— — — — 


- + 4 
* 


W 


— m ²— 6 Q 


t 4 Perſon ſeduced, &c. $3 
God's Miniſters in caſes of Scandal, or of 
2 troubled Conſcience. We communicate 
oſten, we are enzoyned to receive the holy 
Sacrament thrice every Year at leaſt, Our 
Prieſts abſolve the penitent, our Biſhops 
ordain Prieſts, and confirm baptized per- 
ſons, and bleſs their people and intercede 
for them; and what could here be want- / 
ing to Salvation ? what neceſlity forced 
you from us? I dare not ſuſpect it was 2 
temporal regard that drew you away, but 
I am ſure it could be no ſpiritull. 


But now that I have told you, and made 
you to conſider from whence you went, 
give me leave to repreſent to you, and 
tell you whither you are gone, that you 
may underſtand the nature and conditions 
of your change : For do not think your 
ſelf ſafe, becauſe they tell you that you 
are come to the-Church ; You are indeed 
gone from one Church to another, from 
a better to a worſe, as will appear in the 
induction; the particulars of which before 
I reckon, give me. leave to give you this 
advice; if you mean in this affair to un- 
derſtand what you do; it were better you 
enquired what your Religion is, than what 
your 
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our Church is; for that which is a true 

ry, way to day, will be ſo to morrow: 
and for ever; but that which is a holy 
Church to day, may be heretical ar the 
next change, or may betray her truſt, or 
obtrude new Articles in contradiction to 
the old, or by new interpretations may e- 
Jude ancient truths, or may change your 
Creed, or may pretend to be the Spouſe 
of Chrift when ſhe is idolatrous, that is, 
adulterous to God : Your Religion is that 
which you muſt, and therefore may com- 
petemly underſtand; You mult live in it; 
and grow in it, and govern all the actions 
of your life by it; and in all queſtions con- 
cerning the Church, you are to chooſe 
your Church by the Religion, and there- 
fore this ought firſt and laſt ro be enqui- 
red after. Whether the Roman Church 
be the Catholick Church, muſt depend 
upon ſo many uncertain enquiries, is offer- 
ed to be proved by ſo lorg, ſo tedious a 
method; hath in it ſ@ many intrigues and 
Labyrinths of Queſtion, and is (like a 
long line) ſo impoſſible to be perſectiy 
ſtraight, and ro have no declination in it 
when it is held by ſuch à hand as yours, 
that unleſs it be by material enquiries into 
; Lb the 
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the Articles of the Religion, you can ne- 
ver hope to have juſt grounds of confi- 
dence. In the mean time you can conſider 
this; if rhe Roman Church were the Ca- 
tholick, that is, ſo as to exclude all that 
are not of her commynion, then the Greek 
Churches had as good turn Turks as re- 
mai damned Chriſtians, and all that are 
in the communion of all the other Patri- 
archal Churches in Chriſtendom, muſt alſo 
periſh like Heathens, which thing before 
any Man can believe, he muſt have put off 
all reaſon, and all modeſty , and all cha- 
rity ; And who can with any probability 


think that the Communion of Saints in the 


Creed is nothing but the Communion 

Roman Subjects, and the Article of the Ca- 
tholick Church was made up to diſpark 
the incloſures of Feruſalem, but to turn 
them into the pale of Rome, and the 
Chureh is as limited as ever it was, ſave 
only that the Synagogue is tranſlited to 
Nome, which I think yon will eaſily be- 
lieve was a Propoſition the Apoſtles un- 
derſtood not. But though it be hard to 
truſt to it, it is alſo ſo hard to prove it, 
rhat you ſhall never be able to underſtand 
che meaſures of that queſtion, and * 
ore 
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fore yur falvation can never depend 
iſe pexfon can be- 
lieve that God hath tied our Salvation to 


man party are not 
Cubelick Church ch ie i 


is the repreſentative Church, that is, a 
Council; Some, that it is the Pope and 
the Council, the virtual Church and the 
repreſentative Church together; Some 
that neither of theſe, nor both together 
are infallible; but only, the eſſential 
Church, or the diffuſive Church is the 
Catholick, from whom we muſt at no 
hand diffent , you will quickly find your 
ſelf in a wood, and uncertain whether you 
bave more than a word in exchange for 
your ſoul, when you are told you are jn 
the Catholick Church. But I will tell you 
what you may underſtand, and ſee and feel, 

ing that your ſelf can tell whether 
I foy xrve or no concerning it. Non are 
rn. 


now 
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now gone to a Church that protects it ſelf 
* 

are not of t 

w u Church in w are to 
855 - In 112 

£ 2 ma 

ie Pope you 


Vows made to , 

— Ting, your Pantines Ties, 
your to your Parents in ſome caſes : 
A in which Men pray to God, and 
to Saints in the ſame Form of words in 
which they pray to God, as you way ſee 
in the O of Saints, and partic ty * 
of our Lady: 2 Church in which Men are 

taught by moſt of the principal Leaders 
to worſhip Images with the ſame worſhip 
with which they worſhip God and Chriſt, 
or him or her whoſe Image it is, and in 
which they uſually picture God the Fa- 
ther, and the holy Trinity, to the great 
diſhonour of that ſacred myſtery, againſt 
the doctrine and practice of the Primi- 
tive Church, :agaioſt the expreſs doctrine 
of Scripture, againſt the honour of a Di- 


vine Attribute; I mean, the immenſity and 

ſpirituality of the Divine Nature; Ys 

are to a Church that pretends to 

znklidle,, and yet 3s infinely deocived 
in 


_ 
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in many particulars, and yet endures no 
contradiction, and is impatient her chil* 
dren! ſhould enquire into any thing her 
Priefts obttude. ou are gone from re- 
ceiving the whole Sacrament to receive it 
but half, from Chriſt's Inſtitution to a hu- 
mane invention, from Scripture to uncer- 
tain Traditions, and from ancient Tradi- 
tions to new pretences, from prayers which 
ye underſtood to prayers which ye/under- 
ſtand not, from confidence in God to re- 
ly upon creatures, from intire dependence 
upon inward acts to a dangerous tempta- 
tion of reſting too much in outward. mini- 
ſteries, in the external work of Sacraments 
and of Sacramentals: You ate gone from 
a Church whoſe worſhipping is fimple, 
Chriſtian and Apoſtolical, to a Church 
where Mens conſciences are loaden with 
a burden of Ceremonies pu than that 
in the days of the Jewiſh Religion (for 


J the Ceremonial of the Church of Name is 


a great Book in . greater I ſay than 

the Ceremonies of the Jews contained 
in Leviticus, &c. You are gone from a 
Church where you were exhorted to read 
the Word of God, the holy Scriptures 
\from whence you found inſtruction, inſti- 
tution, 
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tu ion, comſort, reproof, a treaſure of all 
excellencies, to a Church that ſeals up that 
fountain from you, and gives you drink 
by drops out of ſuch Ciſterns as they firſt 
make, and then ſtain, and then reach out: 
and if it be told you that ſome Men abuſe 
Scripture, it is true, for if your Prieſts 
had not abuſed Scripture, they could not 
thus have abuſed you, but there is no ne- 
ceſſity they ſhould, and you need not, un- 
leſs you liſt; any more than you need to 
abuſe the Sacraments or decrees of the 
Church, or the meſſages of your friend 
or the Letters you recelvᷣe, or the Laws of 
the Land, all which are liable to be abu- 
fed by evil perſons, but not by good peo- 
ple and modeſt underſtandings. Ir is now 
become a part of your Religion to be ig- 
norant , to walk in blindneſs, to believe 
the Man that hears ybur Confeffions, to 
hear none but him, not to bear God ſpeak- 
ing bat by him, and ſo you are liable to 
be abuſed by him, as he pleaſe, withour 
remedy, You are gone from us, where 
you were only tavght to worſtup God 
through Jeſus Chriſt, and now you are 
taught to worſhip Saints and Angels with 
a worſhip at leaſt dangerous, and in ſome 
2812 chings 
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things proper to God; for your Church 
ll worlhips the Virgin Mary with burning 
incenſe and candles to her, and you give 
ber preſents, which by the conſent of all 
Nations uſed to be eſteemed a worſhip pe- 
culiar to God, and it is the ſame thing 
which was condemned for Herefie in the 
(olyridians , who offered a Cake to the 
Virgin u); A Candle and a Cake 
make no difference in the worſhip ; and 
+ your joyning God and the Saints in your 
; worſhip and devotions, is like the device 
of them that fought for King and Parlia- 
ment, the latter deſtroys the former. I 
' will trouble you with no more particulars, 
' becauſe if theſe move you not to conſider 


better, nothing cao, 


But yet I have two things more to add 
| of another nature, one of which at leaſt 
| may prevail upon you, whom I ſuppoſe 
| to have a tender and a religious Conſci- 
ence, 


The firſt is, That all the points of dif- 
ference between us and your Church are 
ſuch as do evidently ſerve the ends of Co- 
vetouſneſs and ambition, of power 2 
riches, 
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riches, and ſo ſtand vehemently ſyſpeRed 
af deſign, and art, rather than truth of 
ede Article and deſigns upon Heaven. I 
ll inſtance in the Pope's power over Princes 
and all the World; his power of diſpen- 
8 8 ation, The exemption of the Clergy from 
© | juriſdiRion of Princes, The Do&rine of 
© | Purgatory and Indulgences which was once 
; made means to raiſe a portion for a Lady, 
r 
e 


the Neece of Pope Les the Tenth; The 
Prieſts power advanced beyond authoriry 
of any warrant from Scripture, a doctrine A 
: apt to bring abſolute obedience to the Pa- 
pacy; but becauſe this is poſſibly too nice 
por you to ſuſpect or conſider, that which 

II am ſurc ought to move you is this. 


That you are gone to a Religion in 
which though through God's grace pre- 
vailing over the follics of men, there are 
I hope, and charitably ſuppoſe many pi- 
ous Men that love God, and live good 
lives, yet there are very many doQrines 22 
taught by your Men, which are very ill,” --* 
Friends to a good life. I inſtance in your 
Indulgences and pardans, in which vit 
dus men put a great confidence, and rely 
| greatly upon them. The doctrine of Pur- 
garory 


2 
2 


\ 


gt be fern Lettir 


gatory which gives countenance to a ſort 
of Chriſtians who live half to God and 
half to the World, and for them this do- 
Arine hath found out a way that they may 
o to Hell and to Heaven t The Do- 
rine that the Priefts abſol can turn 


a trifling repentance into a perſect and a 


good, and that ſuddenly too, and at any 
rime, even on our Death-bed, or the mi- 
nute before your death, is a dangerous 
heap of falſhoods, and gives licence to 
wicked people, and teaches men to recon- 
cile a wicked debauched life, with the 
hopes of Heaven. And then for penan- 
ces and temporal ſatisfaction, which might 
ſeem to de as a plank after the ſhipwrack 
of the duty of Repentance, to keep men 
in awe, and to preſerve them from ſink- 
in an Ocean of Impiety, it comes to 
jult nothing by your doctrine ; for there 
are ſo many eaſie ways of Indulgences and 
getting Pardons, fo many con-fraternities, 
ations, Priviledg'd Altars, little Offices, 
Agnus Dei's, amulets, hallowed devices, 
ſwords, roſes, hats, Church-yards, and 
the fountain of theſe annexed indulgences 
the Pope himſelf, and his power of grant- 
ing what, and when, and ro whom he = 
t 


„ 


and he may come out o 
reaſonable terms, in caſe he ſhould think 
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that he is a very unfortunate man that 
needs ro ſmart with, penances , and after 
all, he may chooſe, to ſuffer any at all, for 


he may pay them rer a Ps het — 


it fit to 
duty of 
with devices of Men that ſeek power and 

gain, and find errour and folly ; inſomuch MM; 
that if I had a mind to liye an evil Life, 

and yet hope for Heaven at laſt, I would 

be of your religion above any in the 
World, | 


#hicher ; So that all the whole 
taxce ſeems to be deſtroyed 


But I forget I am writing à Letter :-I 
ſhall therefore deſire you to conſider upon 
the premiſes, which is the ſafer way. For 
ſurely it is lawful for a Man to ſerve God 
without Images; but that to worſhip I- 
mages is lawful, is not ſo ſure. It is law- 
ful to pray to God alone, to confeſs him 
to be true, and every Man à liar, to call 
no man Maſter upon Eartii, but to rely up- 
on God teaching us; But it is at leaſt 
hugely diſputable and not at all certain 
that any Man, or ſociety of Men can be 
infallible, that we may put our troſt in 
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Saints, in certain extraordinary Images, or 
burn Incenſe and offer conſumptive oblati- 
ons to the Virgi 

of whole 

Pacities, or condition we 
revelation: we are lure wage 
in the holy Communion w 
and Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, but t 
who alſo worſhip what ſeems to be bread, 
are put to ſtrange ſhifts to make themſelves 
belieye it to be lawful, It. is certainly 
lawful to believe what we ſee and feel; 
but it is an unnatural thing upon pretence 
of faith to disbelieve our eyes, when our 
ſenſe and our faith can better be reconciled, 
as it is in the qu-ſtion of the Real preſency, 
28 it is 5 the Church of England. 


So that unleſs you mean to prefer a dan- 
ger before ſafety, temptation to unholi- 
neſs before a ſevere and 2 holy religion, 
unſeſs you mean to loſe the benefit of your 


prayers by praying what you perceive 
nor, a benefit of the Sacrament -in 


great degrees by falling from Chriſt's inſti- 
tation, and-rakiog half inſtead of all; un- 
lefs you deſire to provoke God to jealou- 
Ge by Images, abd Man to jealouſie in 

pro: 
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ofeſſing a Religion in which you may in 
many cafes have leave to forfeit your fai 
and lawful truſt; unleſs you will ſtill con- 


tinue to give ſcandal to thoſe good people 


with whom you have lived in a common 


Religion, en the hearts of Gods 
Ali unleſs you will chooſe a Ca- 
techiſm wr bout the ſecond Commandmenr 


und a Faith that grows bigger or lef as 
tnen pleaſe, and a Hope that in many de- 
grees relyes on men and vain confidences 
and a Charity that datnns all the Wortd 
but your ſelves; unleſs you will do all this, 
that is, ſuffer an abuſe in your Prayers, 
in the Sacrament, in the Commandments, 
in Faith, in Hope, in Charity, in the 
Communion of Saints, and your duty to 
your Supreme, you muſt return to the bo- 
ſom of your Mother the Church of Eng- 
land from whence you have fallen, rather 
weakly than maliciouſly, and I doubt not 
but you will find che Comfort of ir all 
your Life, and in the Day of your Death; 
and in the Day of Judgment. If you w 
not, yet I have freed mine own ſoul, and 
done an act of Duty and Charity, which at 
feaſt you are bound to take kindfy if you 
will not entertain it obetliently, 


Now 
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Now let me add this, that although 
moſt of theſe objections are ſuch things 
which are the open, and avowed doQtrines 
or 7 1 your Church, and need not 
to be proved as being either notorious or 
confeſſed. 3 yet, if any of Guides 
ſem to queſtion any thing of it, 1 
will bind my ſelf to verifie it to a tiule, 
and in that too which J intend them, that 
1s, ſo as to be an objection obliging you 
io return, under the pain of folly, or he- 
reſie, or diſobedience, according to the 
ſubject matter. And though I have pro- 
pounded theſe things now to your conſi- 
deration, yet if jt be deſired I ſhall repre- 
ſent. them to your eye, ſo that even your 
ſelf ſhall be. able to give ſemence in the 
behalf of truth. In the mean time give 
me leave to tell you of how much toll 
vou art guilty in being moved. by = 
FN er men die when 
q ph. with, women and tender conſci- 
ences and weaker underſtagdings. 


a The rl is where. was your Church 
e Laber vy Now if you. had called 
: them 10 ſpeak, ſomerhing againſt 
1077 ; your 
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ur religion from Scripture, or right 
* 2 Univerſal Tradition, n 
been fecure as a Tortoiſe in her ſhell , a 
pat re + our — not have 

preſſed your cauſe or perſon, thoi 
you had confeſſed you underſtood 2 
of the myſteries of ſucceſſion doctrinal 
or perſonal, For if we can make it ap- 
pear that our religion was that which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, let. the 
truth ſuffer what eclipſes or prejudices 
can be ſuppoſed, 1 ike the 


y tome means or 
ed to us, even the enemies of 
trut ave conſervators of that 
tru which we can confute their er- 


rors, But if you fill as re it was 
before Luther? I anſwer it was there 
where it was after; even in the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament; and I 
know no warrant for any other religion; 
and if you will expect I ſhould ſhew any 
ſociety of Men who profeſſed all the do- 
ctrines which are now expreſſed in the 
coofefſion of the Church of Ein, I 
flall tell you it is — 1 


| 


E 


the occaſion of which there was no need 
of any ſuch confeſſions, till you made ma- 
ny things neceſſary to be profeſſed, which 
are not lawful to be believed. For if we 
believe your ſuperinduc'd follies, we ſhall 
do unreaſonably, unconſcionably, and wick- 
edly ; but the queſtions themſelves are fo 
uſeleſs abſtracting from the accidental ne- 
ceſſity which your follies have brought 
upon us, chat it had been happy if we had 
never heard of them more than the Saints 


and Martyrs did in the firſt ages of the | 


Church; but becauſe your Clergy have 
invaded. the liberty of the Church, and 


multiplied the dangers of damnation, and 


pretend new neceſſities, and have intro- 
duc'd new articles, and affright the Gmple 
upon new pretenſions, and light the ver 

inſtitution and the Commands of Chri 

and of the Apoſtles, and invent new. Sa- 
cramentals conſtituting Ceremonies of 
their own head, and promiſe grace along 
with. the uſe of them, as if they were not 
Miniſters but Lords of the Spirit, and 
teach for doctrines the commandments of 


men, 


SS. Mu _ ooo _-- 
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ory and make void the Commandment of 

2 their tradition, and have made a 

ivinity; therefore it is 

ny that we tmmure'our Faith 

by the refuſal of fuch vain and ſuperſtiti- 

— 22 but our 1 was completed 
at it is no other than that which was 
delivered o the Saints , and cat be_no 

rok Tor ever.” 


So that it isa fooliſh dewand to require 


chat wye ſhould ſhew before Zar ber a ſy- 7 
ing our ſenſe in . 


* * re the. 
| 1 was when they 
remained ſo, 'a long 
dy their ſeveral pi 
1 were — Gy this part of 'S6 
Church was oppreſſed wirh a violent po- 
wer"; and when God gave opportunity, 
then the yoke was broken! 7 and this is the 
erhole pro . this affair. But if you 
will till inſiſt upon it, then let the matter 
be put into equal ballances, and let them 
= W 7 bore confeſſion of Faith 
4 es * pppn you at 
EY -and' be — 
ks bis Rar at. e, then 
F 2 uſo 
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alſo have 2 queſtion to ask, and that is 


| Where was jour Religies befere Trent ? 


The Council of Trent determined that 
the ſouls departed before the Day of Judg- 
ment edjoy the Beatifical 'Vifion, It 1s 
certain this Article could not be ſhewn in 
the Confeſſion of any of the ancient Chur. 
ches; for moſt of the Fathers were of a- 
nother opinion, But that- which is the 
greateſt offence of Chriſtendom is not on- 
y that theſe doctrines which we lay are 
falſe were yet affirmed, but that thoſe 
things which the Church of God did al- 
ways reject, or held as. uncertain, ſhquld 
be made Articles o Faith, 4 6 N 
parts religion; it is 
that I gon ook the queſtion which none 
of your fide ſhall ever be able to anſwer 
for you: Where, was your Religion be- 
fore Trent ? I could inſtance in many par- 
ticulars; but I ſhall name one to. you, 
which becauſe the thing of it ſelf is o of vo 
great conſequence, it will appear the more 
7 das ROT! your 
Church oft e 80 


neceſſary belick, 
ly 2 matter of 18 they 3 


32 - * 
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falſe part too. For in the 21. Seſſ. I 
4 it is xffirmed, That alt hong h the hoy 7 
thers did give the Sacrament of the Bac 
rift to Infants, jet they did it without any 
noceſſity of ſalvation ,, that is, they did not 
believe it neceſſary to their ſalvation, 
which is notoriouſly falſe, and the contra- 
ry is marked out with the black-lead of 
every man almoſt that reads their Works , 
and yet your Council ſays this is Swe con- 
troverſia credendum; to be believed with- 
out all controverſie : and all Chriſtians 
forbidden to believe or teach otherwiſe, 
So that here it is made an Article of Faith 
amongſt you, that a man ſhall neither be- 
lieve: his-reaſon nor his eyes ; and who 
can any on of Faith in which/ 
all the Trent doctrine was profeſſed and 
enjoyned under pain of damna- 


| tion? and before the Council De poteſt. 


of | Conſtants, the Doctrine Backer 
— the Popes power was N 


ſo new, ſo decried, that as Gerſon ſays he 


hardly ſbould have eſcaped the note of He- 
reſie that would have faid ſo much as was 
there defined: ſo that in that Article 
which now makes 2 great part of your be- 
lief] where was your Religion before the 
14 0 Council 
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Council of Conſtance ? and it is notorious 
thar Council of Conftatoe determined 
the doctrine of the half communion with 
a Non obſarte to Chtilt's inſtitution, that 
is, with a defiance to it, or a noted, ob- 
ſerved neglect of it, and with-a profeſſion 
it was otherwiſe in the Primitive Church, 
Where then was your Religion before: 
Ta Hae and Hierom of Prague s time, 
againſt whom that Council was convened v 
But by this ioſtance it appears moſt cer- 
tainly that your Church cannot ſhew her 
confeſſions immediately after Chriſt, and 
therefore if we could not ſhew ours im- 
medistely before Luther, it were not half 
ſo much ; for ſince you receded from 
Chris Doctrine we migin well recede 
from yours; and it matters not who or 
how many or how long they . profeſſed 


your doQrine, if neither Cheiſt nor his 


Apoftles did : (6 that if theſe Ar- 
ricles conſtitute your Church, your Church 
was invitidie at the brit, and it Ours was 
inviſible afterwards, 1 ters not ; For 
Jours was invijeble in the aayt of light, and 
ur. v, inuiſible in the dt * 5 


Fot our Church was always viſible in ibe 
relle ctions of Scripture, and he tn 1 a 


— 


- 4: "*# + 
os 
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his eyes of faith and reaſon might eaſi 
have ſeen theſe truths all the — Sick 
conſtitute our Church. Bur I add yet far- 
ther, that our Church before Lather was 
there where your Church was, in the fame 
place and in the ſame perſons, for divers 
of the errors which have been amongſt us 
reformed , were not the conſtituent Ar- 
ticles of your Church before Luther's 
time; for before the laſt Councils of your 
Charch a man might have been of your 
Communion upon eaſter terms; and Indul- 
gences were indeed a practice, but no Ar- 
ticle of Faith before your men made it ſo, 
and that very lately,” and ſo were 
ether things befides. So that ahdough 
Fart by eg yours The 4 L 

ple ing yours The gion, 
yet the difference is vaſt between Truth + 
and their affirmative, even as much as be- 
tween old Errors and new Articles. For 2 
although Ignorance and Superſtition had 
prepared the ore, yet the Councils of Co- 
fance and Baſihyand Trent eſpecially were 
the ſorges and the mint. 


' Taftly, if your men had not by all the 
vile and violent arts of the World ſtopped 
F 4 the 
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the mouths of diſſenters, the queſtion 
would quickly have been anſwered, or our 
Articles would have been ſo corfeſſed, fo 
owned and ſo publick, that the queſtion 
could never have been asked ; but in de- 
ſpite of all oppoſition, there were great 
numbers of profeſſors who did proteſt 
and profeſs and practiſe our doctrines 
contrary to your Articles; as it is demon- 
rated by the Divines of Germany in I- 
ricus his Catalogues teſtium veritatis, and 


in Biſnop Morton appeal. 


But with your next objection you are 
better pleaſed, and your Men make moſt 
noiſe with is, For you pretend that by. 
our confeſſion ſalvation may be had in 
your Church; but men deny it to 
m; and therefore by the confeſſion of 
hoth fides you may be ſafe, and there is 
no queſtion concerning you; but of us 
there is great queſtion, jor none but our 
ſelves ſay that we can be ſaved. 


I anſwer, 1. That ſalvation may be had 
in your Church, is it ever the truer be- 
cauſe we ſay ir? If it be not, it can add 
no confidence to you, for the propoſition 
gets 
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gets no ſtrength by your affirmative. Bot 
it be, then our authority is good or elſe - 
our reaſon ; and it either be, then we 
have more reaſon to be-believed ſpeakin 
of our ſelves; becauſe we are — 
to ſee that our ſelves may be in a ſtate of 
hope; and therefore we would not ven- 
ture on this ſide if we had not greater rea · 
ſon to believe well of our ſelves than of 
u. And therefore believe us when it is 
more likely that we have greater reaſon, 
becauſe we have greater concernments, and 
therefore greater confiderations. - 


vation ie 0. 


"Sid his Wente) the Ford , reling 
boped he ſhould not be drowned, 
for though — 74 .— — 
tod yet he hi d 
. Beats would 
ferch bim af.) Soch: we may 


have of hu, bu ybu wil bnd That bur 
kule wur tanty, if you retuembet how 
3 


much 
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nnn that you venture. 


8. It would be remembred-thas though 
the beſt ground of your hope is not the 
$ of your con fairk, but the great 
neſs of our charity; yer we that 'charits- 
bly bope well of you, have à fulnefs of f 
aſſurance of the trum und certainey of our 
own way ri Image of i 2 = 
— wirh Im 
ting ro rm loi 
. 
out face us A fad ung: — 
and. if you were not empty of ſupports, 
and} greedy: of bulruſhes, frarching/at any 


do our ſinki 
wats ry {kts 2 —.— 
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charity 


charity an argument againſt us, remember 
that you render us evil in exchange for 
good ; and let it be no brag to you that 

bave not that charity to us; for there» 
Gee the Donatiſts were condemned” for 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks becauſe they 
damn'd all the World, and afforded no 
charity to any that was. not of their Com- 
munion. 


- F. But that aur charity may be ſuch in- 
deed, that is, that it may do you a-real 
benefit, and not turn into Wormwood and 
Colloquintida, I pray take notice in what 
ſenſe it is that we allow ſal vat ion may pol» 
fibly be had in your Church; We war- 
rant it not to any, we only hope it for 
ſome; we allow it to them as to the Sad 
ducees in the Law, and to the Corivtbiows 
in the Goſpel who denied the reſurrecti- 
on; that is, till they were ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed, and competemly convinced, and 
had time and powers to out- wear their 
prejudices and the impreſſes of their adu- 
qulon and long perſwaſion. But do them 
| ſt yon who can add" do corilider” 

and yet determine for. error and inte beſt, 


2293 


'to 4 Brſun uE. _ ray 


we have a greater charity, even ſ6: mina 


A; 
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as to labour and — for their converſion, 
but not ſo much fondneſs as to flatter them 
into boldneſs and pertinacious adherencies 
to matters of ſo great danger, 


6. But in all this affair, 

men are very bold with Gets . — 
his Judgment - ſeat before him, aw give 
wild ſentences concerning the ſalvation 'of 
your own party and the damnation of all 
that diſagree, yet that which is our chari- 
ty to you, is indeed the fear of God, and 

reverence of his judgments ; we do 
not ſay that all Papiſts are certainly 
damm d; we wiſh and defire vehemently 
that none of you may periſh ; but then 
this charity of judgment relates not to you, 
vor is derived from any probability which 
we ſee in your doctrines that differ from 
ours but becauſe we know not what rate 
and value God puts upon the article; It 


«/þz concerns neither you nor us to ſay, this 


or that man ſhall be damm'd for his opt 
nion; for beſides that this is a bold intru- 
Gon imo that ſecret of God which fhall 
not be opened till the Day of Judgment, 
and beſides that we know not what — 
and abatements are. 10 be made — | 


0 4 Perſon ſeduerd cc. 1 
meaning and the rance of the 
E. z all chat can — to tell you 
— you are in error, that you depart 
from Scripture, that — exerciſe tyranny 
over- ſouls, that you leave the Divine in in- 
ſtitution, and prevaricate Gods Command- 
ment, that you divide the Church withour 
— and without neceſſity, that you ti 
Men to believe things under pain of 
nation which cannot be made very pro- 
bable, much lefs certain —— 
that you fin againſt God and are in 
of his eternal diſpleaſure; but in gi 
the final ſemence as we have vo more to 
do than your men have, yet ſo we refuſe 
to folſow your evil example; and we fol- 
low the glorious precedene of out Blefſed 
Lord; who deereed and declared againſt 
the crime, but not againſt the Criminal 
before tbe day. He that does this; — 
that, is in danger of the Council; or 
danger of judgment, or liable rar var 
| ow tothe anger of bull fee forme hy 
t 


of your greateſt errory ; they put you i 
the r of periſhing; but that you ſhall 
or not 


N 
God : 


— 


\ 


gr 7. Whether you may be ſaved, or whe- 


ther you ſhall be damned for your errors, 
does neither depend upon our afficmative 
not your. neguive, bm according io the 
rate and value which God fets upon things. 
Whatever we talk, things are as they are, 
not as we diſpute, or grant, or hope; and 
ihereſove it were well if your men would 
leave abufing yon and themſelves with 
theſe lirtle arts of indirect ſupport, For 
many men that are warranted, yet do e- 
ternally periſh, and you in your Church 


damn Millions who I doube pet ſhall reign 


with Feſus eternally in the Heavens, 


8.1 wiſh you would confider, chat if 
any:of dur men ſay ſal vation may be had 


in yaur Church, is is not for the goodneſs 


ron new propoſitions, but only be- 
eaulo you do keep fo much of that which 
ia out Religion, t hat upon the coofidence 
af ihat we hope well concerning you. And 


wedornothoptagy thing at all that is good 
af yo r ph Region 38 it diſtingui hes 
from vs : we hope that the good 


which yon have common with us may ob- 
pet Rc py 


2 /. 5 


16 « Perſan fendt. 1. 
— —4 , and an amy- 
ſer againſt che dagger of your very great 
errors, ſo that if you can derive any con- 
dence from our conceſſion, you mult re- 
member where it tales root bot upem 
any thing of yeurs, / but! wholly upon the 
excelleney of ours; you are not 1 all ſafe; 
er warranted for being Papiſts, but we 
hope cit of feuds of y0u; for having ſo 
_— — —ͤ— 

you a proceed in is, and 
berater end Font! 63700 

Mphen ob r 

9 The ſafety un you dae whiel 
we ſay 10 be on yourc ſide, is of 
allowance of warranty, but a hope that is 
collacera}; indirect mdvroturivey, · we do 
not ſaꝶ aun, whepcby yo on con- 
3 

* | rous 
we affibmtbofe etrots in memlelvesto be 
damnable, es oe Ba 
ery, ſome to have Suri 
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in theſe, or what you can fancy we ſhould 
allow to you, I ſuppoſe you need not boaſt 
of, Now becauſe we hope ſome are ſa- 
ved amongſt you, you muſt not conclude 
yours to be ſafe, for our hope relies upon 
this. «There ate mayo N 
ons" in which. we differ from ou, that 
Thouſands amongſt you underſtand and 
know nothing of, it is to them as if they 
were not, it is to them now as it was be- 
fore the Council, they hear not of it. And 
though your Prieſts. have taken a courſe 
that the moſt ignorant do practiſe ſome 
of your abominations moſt groſly, yet we 
hope this will not be laid upon them who 
2 * :eAaftin's expre ſſion is) cants ſoli- 
e gquarut vuritatem, corrigi parari 
com inuenerint : do according 24 they are 
able warily. and 
5 are ready to 
Men who live 


j f 
cexved in our hopes of qu 
at hd yen, and Es b 


For, 
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leaders of the blind will fall t 


ogether. | 


10. If you will have the ſecret of this 
whole affair, this it is. The hopes we have 
of any of you, (as it is known) principally 
relies upon the hopes of your repentance. 
Now we ſay that a Man may repent of an 
error which he knows not of; as he that 
prays heartily for the pardon of all his 
fins and errors known and unknown , by 
his general repentance may obtain many 
degrees and inſtances of mercy. Now thus 
much alſo your Men allow io us; thoſe 
who live well, and die in a true thoogl 
but general repentance of their fins and 
errors even amongſt us, your beſt and 
wiſeſt Men pronounce to be in a ſavable 
condition, Here then we are equal, and 
we are as ſafe by your confeſſion as you 
are by ours. But becauſe there are ſome 
Bigots of your faction fierce- and fiery 
who ſay that a general repentance will not 
ſerve our turns, but it muſt be a particu- 
lar renunciation of Proteſtaney; theſe men 
deny not only to us but to themſelves too, 
all that comfort which they derive from 


our Conceſſion, and indeed which they + 


can 
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| can hope for-from the mercies of God. 
For be you ſure we think as ill of your 
errors as you can ſuppoſe of our Articles; 
and ther if for errors (be they on 
trhich fide it chances) a general repen- 
rance will not ſerve the turn without an 
actual dereliction, then flatter not 

ſelves by any thing of our kindneſs to 
your parry , for you mult have a parti- 
eular if a general be not ſufficient. But 
if it be ſufficient for you, it is ſo for us, 
in caſe we be in error as your men ſup- 
poſe us; bur if it will not ſuffice us for 
remedy to thoſe errors you charge us 


with, neither will it ſuffice. you; for the 
cafe muſt needs be as to tbe value 
of repentance and malignity of the error: 


and therefore theſe men condemn them- 
ſelves and will not allow u to hope well 
of them; but if they will allow us to 
hope, it muſt be by affirming the value of 
4 general repentance; and if, they allow 
that, they muſt hope as well of ours as 
we of theirs: but if they deny it to us, 
they deny it to themſelves, and then they 
can no more brag of any thing of our con- 
ceſſion. This only I add to this confidera- 
tion; that your men do not, cannot charge 
upon 


to a Perſon ſedaced&c. 11 
upon us any doctrine that is in irs matter 
aui eſſect impious; there is notbing po- 
ſaivo in our doctrine, bur is either true or 
innocent, but we are accus'd for denyi 

your ſuperſtructures: ours therefore (1 

Lede derived) is but like a ſin of omiſ- 
Gon , yours are ſins of commiſhon in cafe 
you are in the wrong; (as we believe you 
—— muſt needs be in 

K by de danger than we can be ſuppo- 

by how — ſins of omiſſion are leſs 

than 2 of eommiſſion. 


11. Your very of from 
our charity 4s a ery ly e 
—— deceive you'lf you vely 


much of him, you ſce impudence ſhall get 
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the better of the day. But it is thus in 
every error. Fifteen Biſhops of for»ſa- 
lem in immediate ſucce ſſion were circum- 
ciſed, believing it to be neceſſary ſo to be: 
with theſe, other Chriſtian Churches who 
were of the uncircumciſion did communi- 
cate: Suppoſe now that theſe Biſhops had 
not only thought it neceſſary for 'them- 
ſelves but for others too; this argument 
you fee was ready: you of the uncircum- 
ciſion who do communicate with us, think 
that we may be ſaved though we are cir- 
cumciſed, but we do not think that 

who are not circumciſed can be faved, 
therefore it is the ſafeſt way to be circum- 
ciſed : I fuppoſe you would not have 


their arg „ neither 
— 5 you have —— . circum- 
ciſed. But this may ſerve the 
Presbyterians as well as the Papiſts. We 


are indeed very kind to them in our ſen- 
tences concerning their ſalvation , and they 
are many of them as unkind to us; If they 
ſhould argue ſo as you do, and ſay, you 
Epiſcopal men think we P resbyterians 
though in errors can be ſaved, and we ſay 
ſo too: but we think you Epiſcopal men 
are Enemies of the Kingdom of - Jeſus 

f Chriſt, 
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Chriſt ; and therefore we think you in 3 
damnable condition, therefore it is laſer 
to be a Presbyterlan: I know not what 
your mien would think of the argument in 
their hands, I am ſure we had reaſon to 
complain that we are uſed very ill on both 
hands for no other cauſe but becauſe we 
are charitable, But it is not our caſe a- 
lone; but the old Catholicks were uſed 
juſt ſo. by the Donatiſts in this very 2 
ment, as we are uſed by your men. 
Donatiſts were ſo fierce againſt the Catho- 
licks, that they would re- baptize all them 
who came; to their Churches from the o- 
ther : But the Carbolicks, as knowing. the 
Donatiſts did give right Baptiſm, admitted 
their Canyerts to Repentance, but did not 
re-baptize them. Upon this ſcore,, the 
Donatiſts triumphed, ſaying, You Catho- 
licks confeſs our Baptiſm to be good, and 


ſo ſay. wen But we Donatiſts deny your 
to be good, therefore it is ſafer 
to be of our fide than yours, Now what 


ſhould the Catholicks fay or do ? Should 


| . they lie for God and for Religion, and to 


ſerve the ends of Truth ſay the Donatiſts 
Baptiſm was not good ? That they ought 
dot, Should they damn all the — 
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and make — — It was too great 

already. e were 

und knew that the Donatifts — 

tages by their own frerceneſs, and tram- 

| pled upon the others charity; but ſo they 

hardned themſelves in error, and became 

evil; \beexule the ochers were good. 

+3 51 11,0, 107 21 31 JI! » 
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Written ta a Perſon newly 
converted to the Church 
of England. 


Madam. * en Plat 


Bleſs God I aw fafely arrived ere 
I deſired to be after my unwilling 
departure from the place of your-a+ 
bode and danger: And now wony 
I can have ne other expreſſton ai 
dernels, yung r 1 
ligation t ſigniſie it by my care of your 
h and eternal intereſt. And 
— 
making you to underſtand im ſeme 
— — the excellencies of true aud 
holy Religion, and that I have g 
out loch Salle and extors in we _ 
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at which your underſtanding be- 

ing forward and pregnant, did of it elf 
ſtart as at imperfeR ill- looking Propoſi- 
tions, giye me leave to do that now which 
is the purpoſe of my Charity, that is, 
teach you to turn this to the advantage of 
a holy life, that you may not only be chan- 
TE but converted, For the Church of 
gland whither you are now come is not 

in condition to boaſt her ſelf in the repu- 
cation of ing the opinion of a fingle 
perſon, t never ſo excellent; She 
hath no temporal ends to ſerve which muſt 
ſtand upon fame and noiſes ; all that ſhe 
can deſign, is to ſerve God, to advance 
the honour of the Lord, and the good of 


ſouls,” and to rejoyce in the Croſs of 
Chriſt . 


Firſt} therefore I deſire you to remem- 
ber that as now you are taught to pray 
both pablickly and privately, ia a Lan- 
guage underſtood, ſo it is intended your 

ions ſhould be forward, in propor- 

tion to the advantages which your prayer 
hath in the For tho 

you have been oſten told and have heard, 

that ignorance is the mother of devotion, 

you 


7 


10” maT wma.” FT 


hene 
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you will find that the propoſition is um- 
rural aod agai commed en od experi- 
ence; becaùſe it is impoſſible to deffre that 
of which we know nenen unfefs the de- 
fire it ſelf be fantaſtical and illuſive; it is _/ 


neceſſary that in the ſame He whe in 
thin 


which we underſtand any thang, in the 
fame we ſhall alſo deſire it; and the more 
particular and minute your notices ate? rhe 
more paſſionate and material alſo your Af. 
fe@ions will be towards it , and if they be 
things for which we are taught tö 
pray, the more you know them the mort 
u have to love them; Tr is mon- 

ſirdus ro think chat devotibn, that is, paffi- 
onate defires of religions things, ard the 
earyeſt proſecutions of them ſhould be 


produced by any thing of ignorance or leſs 


perfect norices in any ſenſe. Since there- 
fore you are 1 to pray, ſo chat your 
underſtanding is the præcertotr or the Ma. 
ſter of the Aire, and you know what you 
ſay , your defires are made humane, f̃eli- 
gious, expreſs, miretial (for theſe are the 
advantages of Prayers and Liturgles well 
underſtood ) be pleaſed alfo ro remember, 
that now if you be not alfo paſſionate and 
devont for the things * memion, yon 

1 wil 


* 
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7 — 
many ot your 
| 1 2 2 the publique 
oice but ſaw and perceived 
ng of the ſenſe, and what you under. 
ſtood of it was like the man in the Gol. 
pel that was half blind, he ſaw men walk 
3ng like Trees, aud ſo you poſſibly migh 
| 5k rbe. meaning of it in general, 
ou knew where 1 come to the Har 
when to the Goſpel, when the 
r other 
more general periods were, but you could 
have nothing of the Spirit of 2 that 
vi, nothing of the devotion and the hoh 
affeQ&ions to the icular excellencie 
— ne t there to — beer 
re » but now you are ta how 
— be really devout, it is made facil 
and eaſie, and there can want nothing bu 
your conſent and obſer vation. 


2. Whereas now you are taken of 
from all humane c es, from rel 
. og wholly and almoſt ultimately upon thi 
Prieſts power and external act, from reck; 
+ Oning prayers by numbers, from forms 
and out · ſides, you are not to think yr 
p the 


SE2Sa8SSTEESSFArESIRDSES 
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the Prieſts power is lefs, that the Sacra- 

8 e 
dot repeated 

port ro remember, that Air t 

ind Ceremonies, "all Sacraments and 

totions work their effect in the — 

Chriſt, by ſome moral Inſtrument; The 


Prieſts in the Church of E nn 
oman Prieſts 


rurning pe 
but wanifeſt the work of God, and com- 


fort and inſtruct your Conſcience, direct 
and manage it; You ſhall be abſotved here, 
but tot unleſs you live an holy life , 
that in this you will find no change but t to 
the advantage of a ſtrict life; we will not 
flatter you and cozen your dear ſoul by 
N d minifteries, but we ſo order our 
diſcourſes and direRions that all our mini- 
{trations may be really effective, and when 
you receive the ho b mn 'of the Eu- 
chariſt; or the Lords Supper, it does more 
— ere than they 29. there, —_ if 
ecrate r yet * o not 
communicate you 0 2 if they offer 
the whole annere iter yet 2 
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do not give yon the whole Sacrament / 
only we enjoyn that yon come with 
much holineſs, that the grace. of God in 
your heart may be the principal, and the 


A Sacrament.in.our hands may be the mini- 


ſtring and aſſiſting part: we do not pro- 
7 great effects to eaſie trifling diſpoſſ 
tions, becauſe we would not deceive, bu 
really procure to you great effects; 

therefore you are now to come to our 

fices with the ſame expectations as before, 
of pardon, of grace, of ſanRtification, 
but you muſt do fometbing more of the 
work your ſelf, that we may not do leſs in 
effect than you have in your expectation; 
We will not to advance the .reputation of 


our power deceive you into a leſs bleſ- 


3. Be careful that you do not Hatter 
your ſelf, chat in our Communion you 
may have more caſe and liberty of life; 
for though I know your pious ſoul deſires 
paſſionately to pleaſe God and to live re. 
ligiouſly, yet I ought to be careful to pre- 
vent a termptatien, leſt i im 


. S 


— — 


OK 


4 
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ny prot i ver che Roman party, 
jou ſelf account, and you 
complain'd Za that it is made an 
ordinary act, eaſie and tranſient, often- 
time matter of temptation, ſometimes 
i inent, but) ſuppoſe it free from 
ſeandal to which ſome mens folly did - 
baray it, yer the ſame ſeverity you'l find 
'ts ; for chough we win nor tell # 

lie to ts a ſinner that is neceſ- 
afy which 1s only rome Þ 1 make mer 
40 eats , 8 lle 
vmmend it 1 the work of ſouls 
Tt people tar we foe ved 


by „that 
= the bufineſs of Er their lives, 
and t do hot fo in the Churches x 
of the Roman Communion, as they find 
bur _ periodicar conte fi- 
ey feet but tle! afuHne and 


2427870 

ſeſt to Godal all your ſecret actions 

moſt adviſe with a holy man: in all the af. af- 
firs of your ſoul,)you will be bus an ill 
friend hid our ſelf if you conceal from him 


ſpirirual affairs: _—_ 
ume 6) — — ; 


finp bur when waiter of juſtice is 
14 G 3 ed, 


ine injuhctlon; you muſt { 
injuaRt s you CON- you 73 


The ſecond Letter 


ed, or the nature of the fin. is ch 
that its, n to be eee . 
Rion ; and you will find that 
Church of Esgland gives you — 1 
from * of — Cere- 
monies vices, yet in 
maxreniel boy fs 1 3 . N | 
Fat Is — 2 
: dom. t rs the Tervice of | 
ahi love of the holy Jeſus, and a very 
2278 ITE TIE, tor wo de Þ — 


f 24, 


—— 
S 
in faith we make no more to 
than what is made — — 

in the matter of Repentance we! 

no eaſie devices — 4 20 

de fink ions of it, but . 

ſtrictneſs wWhieh is the 8 
. laved, and —— beby the 

lible Word of. God ; bur ſuch as in the 

Church of Rowe they 66 not ſo-unch ſtab 


% 


Madam., I am weary of my 
and although I did — 2a Do 
many things more, yet I deſire that oy 


to 4 Perſon converted, &c. 127 
not doing it may be laid upon the account 
of my wearineſs, all that 1 ſhall add to the 
main boſineſs is this. 


4. Read the Scripture ay, 6s 
with an humble ſpirit, and in it obſerve 
what is plain, and believe and live accord- 
ingly. Trouble not your ſelf with whit 
is difficult, for in that your duty is not de- 
ſcribed, | 


pray frequently and effeRually , I 
ha rather your prayers ſhould be often 
than long. It was well ſaid of Petyarch, 
CA agno verborum' ff ano nti decet cum ſw- 
periore colloquentem. When yon ſpeak to 
your Superior you ought to have a bridle 
upon your tongue, much more when you 
ſpeak to God. I ſpeak of what is decent 
in reſpect of our ſelves cd derne 
diſtances from God: = love makes 

ſpeak, ſpeak on, ſo ſhall your pray- 
255 be fol of charity and devotion, Wal 
lu eſt amore ſuperior, ille te ceget ad ve- 
niam,qni me ad multiloquium; Love makes 


God to be our friend,” and our approches 


more united and acceptable , there- 
fore you may ſay Oe , the ſame love 
4 


which: 


* 


—— 


3 
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which made me Mea, will alſo move thee to 
hear an pardes ; Love and devotion may 
enlarge your Litanies, but nothing elſe can, 
unleſs Authority does interpoſe, 


6. Be curious not to communicate but 
with the true Sons of the Church of Ex · 
land, leſt if you follow them that were 
amongſt us, but are gone out from us, 
becauſe they were not of us ) you be of- 
fended and tempted to impure their follies 
to the Church of &»gland. 


7, Trouble your ſelf with no contro» 
verſies willingly, but how you may beſt 
pleaſe God by a ſtrict and ſevere con- 
vexſation. : 


8. If any Proteſtant Jive looſely, re- 
member that he diſhonours an excellent 
Religion, and that it may be no more laid 
8 the charge of out Church, than the 
ill lives of moſt Chriſtians may upon the 
whole Religion. 


N 9. Let do Man or Woman affright you 
with declamat ions and ſcaring words of 
Heretick, and Damnation, and Changeable , 

"A * ' ' 0 0 for 


fo 4 Perſon converted,8&c; 125 
for theſe words may be ſpoken againſt 


them that return to light, as well as to 
thoſe that go to darkneſs, and that wh 


THE END. 


— 


POST-SCRIPT. 
Madam; 


F Tow ſpall think it fit that theſe Pa- 
pers paſs further than Tour own eye 
and Cloſet, I defire they may be con- 

1. into the bands of . my worthy 

Fiend Dr. Wedderburne : For I di not 


only expoſe all my ſickneſs to his cure, but I' 
ſhbmit my weakneſſes to his cenſure, being as 


confident to find of him charity for what is 
pardonable, p _ for — is cnrable ; 
but indeed Madam 1 look upon that worth 
Atan 4s an Idea of friendſvip, and if I had. 
»o other notices of Friendſhip- or conver ſa- 
non to inſtruct me than bis, it were ſuffici- 
ant: For whatſoever I can ſay of Friend- 
ſhip; 1 can ſay of bus, and as all that know 
him reckon him among#t the beſt Phyſicians, 
ſo 1 know him worthy to be.reckgned among it: 
the beft friends. 5 


" £:O£0 © + 4 aa =. ©. 
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The III. LETTER. 


Fritten to 42 Gentleman that 
was tempted to the ( m- 
munion of the Romiſh 
( Hurch. 


SIR, 


OU needed not to make the 
Preface of an excuſe for wri- 
ting ſo friendly, and fo neceſ- 


fary a Letter of Inquiry. It 
was your kindneſs to my perſon which di- 
rected your addrefſcs- hither , and your 
duty which ingag'd you to inquire ſome- 
where, 


I do not doubt but you, and very many 
other ingenious and conſcientious — 
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do every day meet with the Tempters of 
the Raman Church, who like the Phæriſces 
compaſs Sea and Land to get a Proſelyte; 
at this I wonder not; for as Demetrius 
ſaid, by this craft they get their _Iiving : 
but I' wonder that any ingenious perſon, 
and ſuch as I perceive you to be, can be 
ſhaken by their weak aſſaults : for their 
batteries are made up with impoſſible 
propoſitions, and weak and violent preju- 
dices reſpectively; and when they talk of 
their own infallibility, they prove it with 
falſe Mediums (fay we) with fallible Me- 
- diums- as themſelves confeſs ; and when. 
they argue us of an Uncertain faith, be- 
cauſe we pretend to no infallibility, they 
are themſelves much more Uncertain, be- 
eauſe-they- build their pretence of infalli- 
bility upon that which not- only can, but 
will deceive them: and ſince they can pre- 
tend no higher for their infallibility than 
prudential motives, they break in pieces 
» the ſtaff; upon which they lean, and with 
which they ſtrike us. 


But Sir, you are pleaſed' to ask two 
\Qaeſtions, 1, Whether the Apoſtles of 
eur Bleſſed Lord did. not Oral deliver 
mary. 


| 
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many things neceſſary to Salvation which 
were not committed to writing? To which 


vou add this aſſumentum, (in which becaufe 


you deſire to be anſwered, I ſuppoſe you 
meant it for another Queſtion), vid. whe- 
ther in thoſe things which the Church of 
Rome retains, and we take no notice of, 
She be an Innovator, or a conſeryer of 
Tradition; and whether any thing which 
foe ſo retains was or was not eſteemed ne- 
ceſſary ? 


The anſwer to the firſt part, will con- 
elude the ſecond. I therefore anſwer, that 
whatſoever the Apoſtles did deliver as ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, all that was written 
in the Scriptures : and that to them who 
believe the Scriptures to be the Word of 
God, there needs no other Magazine of- 
Divine truths but the Scripture, And this 
the Fathers of the firſt and divers ſuc- 
ceeding Ages do Unanimoully affirm, I 
will. ſet down two or three, ſo plain that 
either you muſt conclude them to be de- 
ceivers, or that you will need no more 
but their teſtimony, ws 


— 
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The words of S. Bail are 


dec Ty waprogia Tis 86 
ares Y, A. Every word and every 
thing ought to be made credible, or be- 
liev'd by the teſtimony of the Divinely- 

« inſpired Scripture ; both for the confirma- 
tion of things, and alſo for the re- 
proof of the evil. 


| S. Cyril of eruſalem, catech, 12. illa- 


1 for you may poſſibly be deceiv'd : but truſt 
il no word unleſs thou doſt learn it from the 
Divine Scriptures : and in Cech. 4. illum. 


pworngioy, &c. For it behoves us not to 


org Mer, of the Divine and holy myſteries 
of Faith: without the Divine Scriptures, 

nor to be moved with probable diſcour- 

ſes : Neither give credit to me ſpeaking, 
unleſs what is ſpoken be demonſtrated by 

«the Holy Scriptures, For that is the ſecu- 

rity of our Faith, o&]npla The rife iu, 
which is derived not from witty inventi- 

ons, but from the demoaſtration of Divine 
Scriptures, Omne 


— theſe, aa wiv jipe 3 ryayue 


winat. faith, Attend not to my inventions, 
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Omne quod loquimur debemus affirmare- 
di $criptaris Santis: fo S.Hierom in Pſal. 
„ "And again, Hoc quia de Scriptur 
iuthoritatem non habet, eadem facilitate 
comtemnitur qua_probatur, in Matib. 23. 


Si quid dicitur abſque: Seriptura audito- 
rum 2 claudi at. So S. Chryſoftom: 
in Pſal, y. bomil. 


Theoderet, dial. 1. cap, 6. brings in the 
Orthodox Chriſtian ſaying to Eraniites :: 
bring not to me your Logiſmes and Syllo- 
gilmes, 1% 23 pry r f. e your + 
. T'rely only upon Scriptures, I could 
reckon very, 1 dnp both el- 
der and later : and if there be any Univer- 
ſal Tradition conſigned to us by the Uni- 
verſal Teſtimony of Antiquity ; it is this, 7102 
that the Scriptures are a perſect repoſitory ___ 
of all the Will of God, of all the Faith of · 
Ehriſt : and tuns I will engage my ſelf to · 
make very apparent to you, and certain 
againſt any oppoſer. 5 
| u p by yr : , 2s. 

pon the ſuppoſition of which it fol- 
Vene, that whatever'the Church of Ron. 
n 3 obtrudes 
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obtrudes as neceſſary to Salyation, and an 
Article of Faith that is not in Scripture, 
is an Innovation in matter of Faith, and 
A Tyranoy over Conſciences : which who- 
ſoever ſubmits to, prevaricates the rule 
of the Apoſtle, commanding us, that. we 

+ ſtand faſt in the liberty, with which Chril 
bath ſet us free, 


To the other Queſtions; Whether an 
Eccleſiaſtical Tradition be of equal autho- 
rity with Divine? I anſwer Negatively : 
And I beheve I ſhall have no adverſary in 
it, except peradventure ſome of the Jeſui- 
ted .Bigory.. An Eccleſiaſtical Tradition, 
vic. a poſitive conftitution of the Church 
delivered from hand to hand; is io the 
power of the Church to alter: but a Di- 
vine is not. Eccleſiaſtical Traditions in 
matters of Faith there are none, but what 
dg ira j 65 we Rituals Eccle ſia- 
ical deſcendi Tradition, are 

— alterable: but till they be al- 
tered by abrogation, or deſuetude, or 
contrary cuſtome, or a contrary reaſon, 
or the like, they do oblige by vertue of 
that Authority whatſoever it is that hath 

Power over you. I know: pot wo 2 


1. 
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P. G. did ſay, but I am confident they 
who reported it of him, were miſtaken : 
He could not ſay or mean what is char- 


ged upon him. 


I have but two things more to ſpeak 
to, One is, you deſire me to recite 
what elſe might impede your compli- 
ance with the Roman Church? I anſwer, 


—— 


Truth and Piety hinder you. For you -- 


muſt profeſs the belief of many falſe 


propoſitions, and certainly believe many 
Uncertain things, and be uncharitable-to. 
all the World but your own party, and 
make Chriſtianity a faction, and you 
muſt yield your reaſon a ſervant to man, 
and you muſt -plainly prevaricate an in- 
Kitution of Chriſt, and you muſt make 
an apparent departure from the. Chuck 
in which received your Bapti 

and the Spirit of God, if you go over 
to Rome. But Sir, I refer you to the 
two Letters I have lately publiſhed at 
the end of my diſcourſe of Friendſhip; 
and I defire you to read my Treatiſe 
of the Real preſence : and if you can 
believe the doctrine of Tranſu iati- 
on, you can put off your reaſon and 
your 
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your ſenſe, and your religion, and all 
the inſtruments of Credibility when you 
pleaſe : and theſe are not little things ; 
In theſe you may periſh : an error in 
thele things is practical; but our way 
is ſafe, as being upon the defence, and 
intirely reſting upon Scripture ,- and the 
Apoltolical Churches. | 


E The other thing I am to ſpeak to is, 
Abe report you have heard of my in- 
++ <Clinations to over to Rome, Sir, 

char” partY which needs ſuch lying ſto- 

i ties for the ſupport of their Cauſe, 
5, proclaim their Cauſe to be very weak, 
„or themſelves ro be very evil Advo- 
nes. Sir, be confident, they dare not 
7 2 me to do ſo, and it is not the 


W; 


2 @ Slander, and it ſhall I hope, for ever 
„A prove ſo. Sir, if I may ſpeak with you, 
e hall fay very many things more for 

| your confirmation. Pray to God to 
guide you; and make no change ſud- 
enly : For if their way be true to day, 
is will be ſo to morrow , and you need 


1 oa tt. te wa 


not 
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The IV. LaTT ER. 
To the ſame Perſan. . . 


SIR, © 
1 Perceive that You are very much 


troubled; and I ſee al ſo chat you are 

in great danger; but that alſo trou- 

bles me, becauſe I ſee they are little 
things and very weak and fallacious that 
move you, You propound many things 
in your Letter in the ſame diſorder as they 
are in your Conſtience: to all which I can 
beſt give anſwers when I ſpeak with you; 
to which becauſe you deſire , I invite you, 
and promiſe you a — endeavour to 
give you ſatisfaction in all your material 
uiries. Sir, I deſire you to make no 
hal tochange, in caſe you be ſo miſerable 
as to have it in your thoughts : for to go 
over to the Church of Rome is like _ 
there 
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there is no recovery from thence without 
a Miracle; Unwary-fouls-(fuch 
are they who change from us to them) 
are with all the arts of wit and yiolence 
ſtrangely entangled and enſur d, when 
they once get the prey, Sir, I thank you 
for the Paper you incloſed. The men are 
at a loſs; they would fain ſay ſomething 
inſt that Book, but know not what. 
Sir, I will endeavour if you come to me, 
to reſtore = to peace and quiet; and if 
I cannot effect it, yet I will pray for it, 
and I am fare, God can. To his Mercy 
I commend you and reſt | 


Tour very affectiouate 
Friend in our 
Bleſſed Lord, 


JER, TAYLOR 


1 
* 
* 


The V. LTE. 
To the ſame Perſon, 


SIR, 


HE firſt Letter which you men- 

tion in this latter of the xoth. of 

CAMarch, I received not ; I had 

not elſe failed to give you an an- 

ſwer; I was ſo wholly ing of it, 

that I did — 2 your Servant s 

ing when he came to require an an- 

ſwer. Bur to your Queſtion which you 
now propound, I anſwer. 


oo Whether without all danger of 
Superſtition or Idolatry we may not ren- 
der Divine worſhip to our Bleſſed Saviour, 
as preſent in the Bleſſed Sacrament or Hoſt, 
according to. his Humane Nature, io that 


Hoſt? 
eAn(w. 


— ð d 
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Au. We may not render Diving 
worſhip to him (as preſent in the Bleſſed 
Sacrament according to his r Na- 
ture) without danger of Idolatry : Be- 
cauſe he is not there according to hie Hu- 
mane Nature, and therefore, you. give 
Divine worſhip to a N Bu which muſt 
needs be Idolatry. For Idolum nibil eft 
in mundo, ſaith S. Paul, and Chriſt as pre- 
lent by his Humane Nature in the Sacra- 
ment is a Nen Ex,; for it is not true, 
there is no fuch thing. He is = 
— tis Nivive, power, Jt 
Her 7 the- Irv J 185 "4 7 
he Tea! Tet © conlequents of his Pal- 
ſion: aber Preſence, it is 
it is vothing in the wo J. dre 
arnt it the Heavens muſt 
contain him till the time of reſtitution of 
all things. And if you in the reception | 
of the Holy Sacrament worſhip him whom 
on know to be in Heaven; you cannot 
concerned in * to wo! ip him in 
the Hoſt (as you call it) apy more than 
to worſhip him in the Holt at Nofre 
Dame when you are at S. Peters in Romé; 
for 8 fee him no more in one place than 
another; 
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mother; and if to believe him to be 
there in the Hoſt at Neſre Dame be 
ſufficient to cauſe you to worſtip him 
there, then you are to do ſo to him at 
Rome, though you be not preſent : for 
believe him there ; you know as 
much of Him by Faith in both places, 
and as little by ſenſe in either, But 
however, this is a thing of infinite dan- 
ger. God is a jealous God: He ſpake 


- it in the matter of external worſhip, and 


of idolatry ; and therefore do nothing 
that is like Wörſhipping a _cr, 
2 


e the Prieſt 15 : 
you you_pleale believe 


any thing elle, 


— 


To the' other parts of your Queſtion, 
viz, Whether the ſame body be preſent 
really and Subſtantially, becauſe we be- 
lieve it to be there; or whether we do 
believe ir to be there becauſe God hath 
manifeſtly revealed it td be fo, and 
therefore we revere and adore, it ac- 


cordingly. 
b H I 


— 


* 
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I anſwer,. t. I do nov know whether, 
ar no, you do believe Him to be there: 
really; and Suhſtantially. 2. If you do; 
believe it ſo, I do not knom what yon 
mean by really and, Subſtantially. 3. 
Whazſoever you do mean by it, if you 
do believe it. to be. there really and Sub- 
ſtantially in any ſenſe, I cannot tell why 
you 4 be. ſo : you beſt: kom 
your own reaſons and mdtives of belief, 
for my part, I believe it to be there 
really in the ſenſe I have. explicated. in 
my Book; and for thoſe reaſons which 
I have there alledged ; but that. we are 
to adore it upon that account, I no way 
underſtand. If it be Tranſubſtantiatedi 
and you are ſure of it: then you may 
pray to it, and pat your : in it; 
and believe the Holy Bread to be co- 
eternal with the Father, and with the 


Holy Ghoſt. But it is ſtrange that the 
Bread bei fecrated by . the : 


con 


oy. 


Ito the ſubltance an of God, 
and_or the 20d : if o, does not 

y , A the Holy Ghoſt, 
| e 
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from t n > But I am aſhame& of | 
2 propoſition; Sir, I | pray * 
God keep you from theſe ext | 
dangers. I love and vilue yo 


u, at 
will pray for you and be, Dear SE," 
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Friend to ſeri" ja 
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DISCOURSE 


r ROFING 
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Chiiſtian Religion 


IS FROM 


GOD 
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Mr. Rovs rox, 


: Is reported Tou are making 4 
new Impreſſion of ſothe ſmall 
Trafls of Door Taylor, the late 


moſi Reverend Biſhop of Down; 
I: will be very adviſable for Tou te 
tale the. Demonſiration of Chriſtian 
Religion, which is inſerted in his 
Cale of Conſcience, ng. 124. 
the firſ Edition, and let that ſol- 
ow the reſt; Far ti 4. Diſcourſe 
which will be. as uſeful for the ge- 
nerality of People in thi Age, as 
a Tou can pick out of the whole 
Body of his Works , and being here- 
rofore inſerted in the middle of a large 
| H 4 Book, 


Book, is not made ſo common to them, | 
nor ſo purchaſeable, as your purſt : 
this 4 n will render it; 2 
you will do a work very acceptable to 
the Friends of Chriſtian Truth and 


Vertue, as well as to 


Yours A. B. 


A 
DISCOURSE 
.ECOVINY:: 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


IS-FROM 


G OD. 


T His Diſcourſe, of all the diſputables 


in the World, ſhall regaire the 7%.» <44 
feweſt things robe pra + even Le 
nothing but what was evident, even no- 


thing but the very ſubject of wa 4m 
ola, That there was tyck 


rove < theſe — to o be from God, muſt 
ke allowed that they were from ſomething 
H 5 oc 


4 Diferarſe cincerning * 
er other. Bur this poſtulate I do not ask 
for fake and Art y for 
| of that Age reported'as 
4 publick affair, as gne of the moſt emi · 
vent tranſactions of the World, that which 
r fo nch poſſe, which quis 4x7 
1 
o maqy alter 
ed 2 families which Prochred ſo 
many deaths, which obtained fo many Laws 
in favour, and ſufered ſo many Reſcrigts 
disfavour of its fe1f ; that which was 
in a corner, but was 33 Years 
more in acting; which cauſed ſo mam 
Sects, and was oppoſed by ſo much Art, 
and ſg muſh power that ij might Cor 
which 6lled the World with role, hich 
effected ſuch great changes in the bodies of 
Men by curing the diſeaſed, and 7,8 


eontumgcious or the hypocrites , which 
drew ſo — — — filed fo many} 
tongues, mployed fo many pans; 
warts care and the bee of the whab 
Worlktd at that time, andi aely after; 
chat which was conſigned 1 
and records of Courts, which was in the 
Books of friends and enemies, whick came 
accompanied and remarked W 


the Ghriftien Relight 55 
and Stars and Prodigies of Heaven and 
Earth, that which the 7 in ſpite 
and againſt their wills „ an which 
* the witty adverſaries intending to over - 
throw, could never ſo much as cha of 


ey who are infinitely.cod 
ir ſhould not be believed, ot 
more, that it had never been, do yet only 
labour to make to appear not to have been '- * 
Divine : Certainly, this thing is ſo certain 
that it was, that the defenders of it need 
not account it a kindneſs to have it preſup- 
ed; for never was any — in the 
— that had fo many degrees of etedi- 
as the ſtory of the perſon, life and 
yr oh: Jefus Chriſt : And if he had nor 
13 1 at he 
d ſuch things cannot 
455 —— concerning 
{tion but he was in the 
"and a great part of Mankind at- 
and what was leſs proved we in6- 
believe; and what all men ſay; and 
10 man denies, and was notorious in is ſelf, 
of this we may make further inquiries whe-, + 
ther it was all that hich it pretended, for 
-that it did make .prevences and was in the , 
TIF | worlc, 
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world, needs no more probation; 
now, whether Jeſns Chriſt was ſent 
from God and delivered the Will of God, 
we are to take accounts from all the things 
of the world which were on him, or about 
dim, or from him, Conſider firſt his per- 
ſon : he was ſoretold by xs the ee 
He, I ſay, for that appears H the event, 
Jud the correſpondencies of their ſayings 
to his perſon : he was deſeribed by infalli- 
dle eharacteriſms which did fit him, and did 
| never fit any but him; for when he was 
Dorn, then was the fulneſs of time, and the 
eſſias was expected at the time when Je- 
ſus did appear, which gave occaſion to many 
of the godly then to wait for him, and to 
hope to live till the time of his revelation : 
I they did ſo, and with a ſpirit of Pro- 
2 Pheey which their own Nation did confeſs 
and honour, glorified God at the re 
on: and the moſt excellent and deve 
ſons that were conſpicuous for theiꝶ g wy. 
did then rejoyce in him, and conſei him; 
and the expectation of him at that im wh 
fo publiek and famous, that it gave our 
* | to divers Impoſtors to abuſe the creduliry 
of the people in pretending to be the Me ſſi- 
as ; bu not only the predictions of the 


time, and the perfeRSynchroniſms did point 
him our, but at his birth a ſtrange Star ap- 
peared, which guided certain Levantine 
gs ' Princes and Sages to the inquiry after him; 
ue Y a ſtrange Star which had an irregular place 
er- and an irregular motion, that came by de- 
$; ſign, an counſel, the counſel of 
the Almighry Guide, it moved from place 
85 to place, till it ſtood juſt over the Houſe 8 
li- where the Babe did ſleep , a Star of which 
id the Heathen knew much; whe knew no- 
25 thing of him; & Star which Chalcidi af- 
de firmed to have ſignified the deſcent of God 
e for the ſalvation of Man; a Star that gui- 
y ded the wiſe ¶ haldees to worſtiip him with 
0 ifts ( as the ſame diſciple of Plats does af. 
Ferm, and) as the holy Scriptures deliver; 
and this Star could be no ſecret , It trou- 
bled all the Country, It put Herod upon 

— 7 artvof ſecurity for his Kingdom, it 

55 "a fad tragedy accidentally, for it 
+:.eccafioned the death of all the little Babes 
in the City, and voiſinage of Bethlehem : 
But #he birth of this young Child which 
was thus glorified by a Star, was alſo ſigui- 
ö deck by an Angel, and was — | 
| holy Spirit of God, in a manner which was 


in it ſeH ſupernatural ; a Virgin was 22 
. other, 


c\ 


” At 


| and his 
3 and chis matter 
—— — was proved to an 


Aa ade gr” hc wy 


al} his dby al hd: 
Lacy — br bem in — milk of all his 
enemies, who by no artifice 4 — 
it, a matter ſo famaus, that when it was ur · 
d gs an argument to prove Jeſus to be 
Me ſſias, y the force of a Brophecy in 
Laas 47 ao» Bal conceive a Sow] they 
Ly ohſtinate ſy refuſed to admit him, did 
the matter of ſact, but denied that 
1 was ſo meant by the Prophet, which if 
it were true, can only prove that Jeſus was 
more excellent than was foretold by tbe 
Prophets, but that there was nothing lefs in 
him than was to be in the Meflias;; it was 
a mater ſo famous that the e Lrabiar Phy- 
ficians who can affirm no ſuch things — — 
CAdabowat, and yet not * 
it to be true of the Holy] — — 
19 elevate and leſſen the thing, by ſaying, 


I in det wholly beyond the force of ne- 


dure, thata Virgin d conceive, ſo that 
in was on all hands updeviable, that the 
" Mather of Jefus was a Virgin, 'x'Mother | 


—— 


* * - , ” 
r&c Me 


the Birth, and the Prophecies of the Child; 


| 2 and a Divine dream, for to the Son of God 
Bleſſed Perſon made thus excellent by his 


Heavenly ſpirits, and proclaimed to Mary 
and to 7oſeph by two Angels, to the She 

herds by a Multitude of the Heavenly Hoſt, 
to the Wiſe men by a Prophecy and by a 
Star, to the Few? by the Shepherds, to the 
Gentiles by the three Wiſe men, to Hered 
by the Doctors of the Law, and to him- 
felf perfectly known by the inchaſing his 


God and by the fulneis of the Spirit of God, 
- | was yet pleaſed for 30. Years together to 
live an humble, a laborious,a chaſt ard a de- 
vom, a regular and an even, a wiſe and an 
exemplar, a pious and an obſcure life, with- 
. complaint, without ſin, without deſign 


ble riyal to i Potein Nigg. and aking.s this fear could 
not come from the deſign of the Infant, bm 
muſt needs ariſe from the illuſtriouſneſs of 


© and the ſayings of the-Leattied, and the 
journey of the Wiſe-men,arid the deerees of 
God; this and the return were 
both managed by the conduct of an Angel 


all the Angels did rejoyce to miniſter. This 


Father, and glorious by miraculous conſig- 
nations, and illuſtrious by the miniſtery of 


humane nature in the boſom and heart of 


of 
0 
p 
1 
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of lame, or grandeur of ſpirit, till the time 
came that the clefts of the rock were to - 
pen, and the Diamond give its luſtre,and be 
worn in the Diadems of Kings, and t 
this Perſon was wholly admirable ; for he 
was uſhered into the World by the voice of 
aloud Crier in the Wilderneſs a Perſon au- 
end wi, of a ſtrange life, 1 * 


8 an raneis, a prexFre | by 


rn 


who in his own Nat ion gathered Diſciples 
EE ws 
—— he was the or of a new 


n,and baptizedall the Couney,yer 
10 Bri lo 


ces = Sadducees, 
A lehr to the people, poin- 
— Lamb of God, told that he 
muſt inereaſe „ and himſelf from all that 
fame muſt retire to give him place; he re- 
ceived him to Baptiſm after having with du 
ty and modeſty declared his own unworthi- 
{ neſs to give, but rather a worthineſs to re- 
ceive Baptiſm from the holy hands of Jeſus; 
but at the ſolemnity God ſent down the 
| holy Spirit upon is holy So, and by a 
voice 


2 


cher of ri = onineſs, 2 Man be 
all the People that he — Tod, — 6 


* 


| 
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13 


1 2 fo certain a coviction of what 4 


4 Diſcourſe cencerncng 
oice from — of. thundea( 
Was in chat voice) declared tha 
n 00, and that he wis 


5685 80, and dr hers Ge was ſuch; 


did intend to prove, ſo non and ac 
ted as the may of Divine — 
the ſecond Temple, that at that time 
Man that de ſired 2 haneſtiy, — 
have been — ſuch a voice; it lo 
ing the tetimony by which God made al 
extraordinaries 40 be credible 10 his Pes 
ple fromthe days of E474, to the demi 
—5. — and that there was :fuchy}- 
ag nl hen bus dives tina 
— ret van 
—— be made, fe 
it a matter of fact, cannot be fupps- 
{ed bur Ianited . 
heard by acertaio number of petſons, 
Was 43.2 clap uf Thunder npan —. 
acrounts. which could be heard but by 
who were within the ſphere of &s own 
activity; — by choſe 0 cchens, 
— — to give teſtimony as teſtimonies 
ived, which are credible under the 
— two or three diſintereſted, boneſt, 
and true Mea, and though this was den 


* 
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Jet it was a divine teſtimony a 
but js to he conveyed ed by de means 
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after the manner of Men declare his 
will to us, but either we ſhould never kne 
the will of Heaven upon earth, or it mi 

de that God muſt not only tell it e but 
always, and not only always v0 ſome men, 
always ro all men; and then as there w 

be no ute of Hiſtor or the honeſty” 
Men, and their fai ſs in t 

act of God in declaration of his wi 
there would be perpetual neceſſity of mi 
racles,and we could not ſerve ye dire 


thing as faith, 


ma, to believe what we ſee 
ſhould not at all govern, 7 | 
he did continually come himſelf : fot thus, 
all Government, all Teachers, all e 
all Meſſengers would be needleſs uſe 
the not fhew to the e At x what they 
told to the ears of Men; it might as 
well be disbelieved in all Courts and by all 
Princes, that this was not the letter of a 
Privee, or the act of 4 Man, or the wrt- 
ung 


the Chriſtian Religion. 165 
ung of his band, and ſo all humane enter - 
J courſe muſt ceaſe, and all ſenſes but the eye 
be nſclels as to this affair, or elſe the 
ar all voices muſt be ſtrangers but the 
rincipal, if 1 ſay, no reports ſhall make 
ory But it is certain, that when theſe voi- 
s were ſent from Heaven and heard 2 
they prevailed amongſt many 
them got, and Diſciples were multi- e 
ied upon ſuch accounts, or elſe it muſt be JNs 
* 


24 % 4% 


that none that did hear them could be be- 
lieved by any of their friends and neigh- 
bours; for if they were, the voice was as ef- | 
{Rive at the reflex and rebound as in the W 
dire& emiſſion, & could prevail with them \ 
Mat believed their brother or their friend, 
33 cettainly as with them that believed theix 
ownears and eyes, - 

I need not ſpeak of the vaſt numbers of 
miracles which he wrought; miracles which 
were not more demoaſtrat ions of his power 
than of his wercy; for they had nothing of | 
porn {and oſtentation, but inſinitel {7 


of chari ercy, and that - 
and 2 and often: he —— the eyes Jo 
of the blind, he made the crooked ſtraight,” 

he made the weak ſtrong, he cured fevers © 
with the touch of his hand, and an iſſue of 
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powerof God could ovet-rtirn the De- 
vits principles, croſs his defigts,Weaken his 
grengehs, baffle him In his * 


2 


' 
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tam and tur him our of: poſſeſſion, and 
make lum open his own mouth a him- 


cf as be did often, and conftſvhimſelf con- 
red by Jeſus and totmented; as the O- 
ale did to Augw Caſæ, and the Devil: 
ee bimſelf he I ſay, that thinks a meer 
Jaa cando this, knows not the weakneſſes of | 


zaman, nor the power of an Angel; but he 
that thanks this could be dove erer 
thin him 


ib by conſent of the Devil, | 
elli without | 


tobe un 
without — — and A ſot 0 

a power againſt himſeif, and to per - 
ſecute the power he did aſſſſt, to ſtir up the 
World to deſtroy the Chriſtians; whoſe 
Maſter and Lord he did aſſiſt to deſttoy 
bimſelf; and when we read that Porphyrive- 
an al profeſſed enemy to Ch iſti- 
anity, did ſay; 1 rinaẽ | 
rie Nay Snueriag , Eufeb. lib. 5. cl 
| 3-60, that lince Jeſus was rep, Bragg. 


worſhipped; 
Demons: He ip either think thir the 


Devils are as fooliſh as they axe weak, or 
elſe that they did nothing towards this de- 
4 9 of their power; and theretore 
that 


C- 


_ A Diſcourſe concerning 
tat they ſuffer it by a power higher thai 
themſelyes, that is, by the .power of 
in the hand of Jeſus. 
But beſides that God gave teſtimony 
from heaven concerning him; he alſo 7 
this reſtimony of himſelf to have come from 
od, becauſe that be did Gods will ; Tfor 
he that is a man and lives by the Laws 
of God and of his Nation, a life innocent 
and ſimple, prudent and wiſe, holy and ſpot- 
leſs, unteproved and unſuſpected, he ix 
certainly by all wiſe men ſaid in a good 
ſenſe to be the ſon of God, but he who does 
well and ſpeaks well, and calls all men to 
Feast and ſerve God, and ſerves no ends 
| ut of holineſs and charity, of wiſdom of 
hearts and reformation of manners, this 
man carries great authority in his ſayings, 
and ought to prevail with good men in 
| good things, for good ends, which is all 
— that is here required. But his nature was 
ſo ſweet, his manners ſo humble, his words 
ſo wiſe and compoſed, .his comportment 
ſo grave and winning, his anſwers ſo ſea- 
ſonable, bis queſtions ſo deep, his reproof 
ſo ſevere and charitable, his pity ſo great and 
merciful, his preachifigs ſo full of reaſon 
and holineſs, of weight and authority, his 
$4 conver- 
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converſation ſo uſcful and beneficent, his 


reat but his alms frequent, his 

family | ſo holy and religious, his —— 

— o profitable, his | meek 

— his paſſions wit ice 

rence, ſave only where zeal or pity carried 
fim on to worthy and apt expreſſions, a 
on that never laughed, but often we 

in a ſenſe of the calamities of others, * ; he 

loved every man and hated no man, he gan 

el to the dou and inſtr ted 

the ignorant, he bound up the broken 

hearts,and ſtreogthened the feeble knees he 

relieved the poor, and converted the ſin- 

ners, he deſpiſed none that came to him for 


D 


relief, and as for thoſe that did not he went 


to them ; he took all occaſions of mer 
that were offered him, and went abroad 
for more ; he ſpent his days in Preaching 
and healiog, and his nights in Prayers and 
converſation with God, he was obedient to 
Laws and ſubject to Princes, though he was 
the Prince of 7adea in right his Mo- 
ther, and of all the World in right of his 
Father ; the People followed him, but he 
made no conventions, and when they were 
made, he ſuffered no tumults, when t 
would have made him a King be withdrew 

I bim- 


5 


10 A Diſcourſe conctrning 
himſelf, when he knew they would pu 
him to death he offered himſelf; he kne 
mens hearts, and. converſed ſecretly, 
gave anſwer to theic thoughts and pre ven 
ted their queſtions , he would work a mi- 
racle rather than give offence, and yet ſuf. 
fer every offence rather than ſee God hit 
Father diſhovored, he exactly kept the Law 
of Moſes, to which he came to put a pes 
riod, and yet choſe to ſignify his purpolt 
onely by doing acts of mercy upon their 
Sabbath, doing nothing which they ſhould 
call a breach of a Commandment, but heal. 
ing ſick people, a charity which themſelves 
- would do to beaſts, and yet they were 
angry at him for doing it to their bre. 
thren : In all his life, and in all his conver», 
ſation with his Nation, he was innocent as 
20 Angel of light, and when by the great, 
neſs of his wort h, and the ſeverity of bis do. 
Qrine, and the charity of his miracles, and 
the noiſes of the people, and his immenſe 
fame in all that part of the World, and the 
multitude of his diſciples and the authority 
of his Sermons, and his free reproof of their 
hypocriſie, and his diſcovery of their fal 
doctr ines and weak traditions, he bad 
branded the reputation of the vicious 15 
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lers of the People, and they reſolved to put 
him to death, they who had the biggeſt ma- 
lies in the World, and the weakeſt accuſa- 
tlons were foreed ro ſupply their want of 
articles againſt him by making truth to be 
his fault, and his office to be his crime, 
and his open confeflion of what was asked 
him to be his article of condeumation, and 
yet after all this they could not perſwade 
the competent Judge ro condemn him, or 
to find him guilty of any fault, and there- 
fore they were forced to threaten him with 
Ces name, againſt whom then they 
would pretend him ro be an enemy, thongh 
in their charge they neither proved, nor 1a- 
deed laid it againſt him, and yer to whatfo- 
ever they objected he made no return, but 
his ſilence and his innocence were remark- 
able and evident, without labour and reply, 
and needed no more argument than the Sun 
needs an adyocate to prove that he is the 
brighteſt far in the firmament. 

Well, ſo it was, they crucified him, and 
when they did they did as much pur out the 
eye of heaven as deſtroy the Son of God; 
— when with an incomparable —— 

l patience exemplar to all ages of ſuf- 
| eech, he endured affrovts, 23 
12 ſcorns, 
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ſcorns, inſolencies of rude ungentle Tradeſ- 
men, cruel whippings, injurious, unjuſt 


and n from thoſe whom 


be obliged by all the arts of endearment 
and o 


rs of the biggeſt kindneſs, at laſt 


he went to death as to the work which God 


appointed him that he might become the 
Worlds ſacrifice, and the great example of 
holineſs, and the inſtance of repreſenting 
by what way the World was to be made 


happy [even by ſufferings and ſo entring 


into heaven] that he might (I ſay) become 


the Saviour of his Enemies, the Elder 
Brother 10 his friends,and the Lord of Glo- 


ry, and the fountain of its emanation. Then 


4 


| 


it was that God gave new teſtimonies from 
Heaven ; The Sun was eclipſed all the 
while he was upon the Croſs, and yet the 
Moon was in the full; that is, he loſt his 
light, not becauſe any thing in nature did 
inveſt him, but becauſe the God of nature 
(as a Heathen at that very time confeſſed, 
who yet ſaw nothing of this ſad iniquity) 
did ſuffer. The rccks did rend, the veil of 
the Temple divided of it ſelf and opened 
the incloſures, and diſparked the Sanctua - 
ry, and made it pervious to the Gertiles 
eye; the dead aroſe, and appeared in Fers- 

ſalem 
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nd 


alem to their friends, the Centurion a 
diyers'of the People ſmote their hearts, 
and were by theſe ſtrange indications con- 
vinced that he was the Son of God. His 
rments were parted, and lots caſt upon 
his inward coat, they gave him vinegar and 
” to drink, they brake not a bone of him, 
they pierced his ſide with a Spear, 
looking upon bim whom they had pierced; 
jaceardivg to the Prophecies of him, which 
were ſo clear and deſcended to minutes 
and circumſtances of his paſſion, that there 
was nothing left by which they could doubt 
(whether this were he or 60 who was to 
come irto the World: But afrer all this, 
chat all might be finally: verified and no 
ruplecleſt, after three days burial, a great 
one being rolled to the face of the grave 
aud the ſtone ſealed, and a Guard of Soul- 
diers placed about it, be aroſe from the 
— and: for forty days together conver - 
led with his followers and Diſciples, ind be- 
vond all ſuſpicion was ſeen of 300. Bre- 
thren at once, which is a number too great 
| om their conſent and teſtimony to à lye, 
it being fo publickly and confidently 


affirmed at the very time it was done, and 


ler ever afier urged by ul Chriſtians, ule 
4 3 as 


— 


1 
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/asthe moſt mighty demoeſtration, prochi 
med, preached; talked of, even upbraiddd 
to the gain-ſayers, affirmed by cye-wicnel. 
ſes, perſwaded to the kindred and friend 
and the relatives and companions of all 
” / thoſe 500, perſons who were eye-witneſſes, 
it is infinitely removed from a reaſonabł 
fuſpicion ; and at the end of thoſe days wi 
taken up into Heaven in the ſight of many 
of them, as Elias was in the preſence of 
Eliſba. f 
Now he of whom all theſe things ate 
true, muſt needs be more than a meer man, 
and that they were true was affirmed' by 
very many eye-witneſſes,Men who were it 
nocent, plain men, men that had no bad ends 

to ſerve, men that looked for no 
ment by the thing in this life; to 
whom their Maſter told they were to expect 
not Crowns and Scepters, not praiſe of 
men or wealthy poſſe ſfions, not power and 
eaſe, but a voluntary caſting away care and 
attendance upon ſecular affairs that they 
— end their Miniſtery; poverty and 

pri » 


trouble and vexation, perſecuti- 

en and labour, whippings and baniſhment, 
| bonds and death, and for a reward they muſt 
Lay till a good day came, but that was not 

8 | | ta 
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to be at all in this World , and when the 
day of reſtiturion and recompence ſhould 
come, they ſhould never know till ir came, 


Hut upon the hope of this and the faith of 


Jeſus, and the Word of God fo taught, ſo 
conſigned, they muſt rely wholly and for 
ever. Now let it be conſidered, how could 
matters of fact be proved better? and how 
could this be aoy thing, bur ſuch as to rely 
upon matters of fact? what greater cer- 
tainty can we have of any thing that was 
ever done which we ſaw nat, or heard not, 
but by the report of wiſe and honeſt per- 
ſons ? eſpecially ſince they were ſuck whoſe 
life and breeding was ſo far from ambition ' 
and pompouſheſs,that as they could not na- 
turally and reaſonably hope for any great 
number of Proſelytes, ſo the fame that could 
be hop'd for amongſt them, as it muſt be 4 
matter of their own procuring, and confe- 
quently uncertain, ſo it muſt needs be very 
inconſiderable, not fir to outweigh the dau- 
get and the loſs, nor yet at all valuable by 
them whoſe education and pretences were 
againſt it? Theſe we have plentifully. But 
if theſe Men are numerous and united, it 
is more, Then we have more; For fo 
wany did affirm theſe things which they 

| 14 ar 
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ſaw and heard, that Thouſands of People © the 
were convinced of the truth of them: Bu eu 
then if theſe men offer their oath, it is yet I ui 
more, but yet not ſo much as we have, og 
they ſealed thoſe things with their blood 
they gave their life for a teſtimony ; and 
what reward can any man expect, if he gives 
his life for a lye ? who ſhall make him re- 
compence, or what can tempt him to do it 
knowingly ? But after all, it is to be re- 
membred, that as God hates lying, ſo he 
bates incredulity; as we muſt not believe 
a lye, ſo neitber ſtop up our eyes and cars 
againſt truth; and what we do every mi- 
nute of our lives in matters of little and of 
great concernment , if we refuſe to do in 
our Religion which yet is to be conducted 
as other humane affairs are, by humane in- 
ſtruments and arguments of perſwaſion 
proper to the nature of the thing, it is an 
obſtinacy that is as contrary to humane rea- 
ſon as it is to Divine faith. 

| Theſe things relate to the perſon of the 


Trg 


boly 7eſus, and prove ſufficiently that it was 


— w_  rrw_r 7 TS 4 ZE 4 : 


5 extraordinary, that it was divine, that God 
2 was with him, that his power wrought in 
bim; and therefore that it was his will 
which ſelas raught, and God Tgned, But 


— t 
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then if nothing of ul this had been, yer 


eren the doctrine it ſelf proves it ſelf Did l 3 


ius and to come from God. 7 


For̃ it is a Doctrine perfeRive of hu- 


mane nature, that teaches us to Tove God 

one another,to hart no man, and 
to do good to every man, it propines to us 
iT bed he Rake and the bravel plea- 
fures of the World; the joys of charity; 
the reſt of innocence; the peace of quiet 
ſpirits, the wealth of beneficence, and for- 
bids us only to be beaſts and to be Devils, 
it allows all that God and nature intended; 
and only reſtrains the excreſcencies of na- 
ture, and forbids us to take pleaſure in that 
which is the only entertainment of Devils, 
in murders and revenges, malice and ſpite- 
ful words _ : It permits corporal 
pleaſures where they can beſt miniſter to 
health and ſocieties, to converſation of fa - 
milies and honour of Communities, it tea- 
ches men to keep their words that them- 
ſelves may be ſecured in all their — inter- 
eſts, and to do good to others that good 
may be done to them; it forbids biting one 
another that we may not be devour'd by one 
mother; and commands obedience to ſupe- 


giours, that we may pot be ruined in coafu- 
f 12 ——— a ſions; 


offers 


58 ADiſcrrſe cinceraing 
fions ; it combines Governments, and con 
fires all good Laws, and makes peace, und 
oppoſes and prevents Wars where 

are not juſt, and where they are nor 

fary, It is a Religion that is life and {| 
tit, not conſiſting in crremontes and exter- 
nal amuſements, e ſervices of the 


heart, cons; and the veal Ti of Tiew 2 hank 
us Fo do that to whic * 


able to his excellencies, that ĩs, worſhip h 
with the beſt thing we have, and make uf 
things elſe miniſter to it; it bids us to d. 
X. ournei hbour, by which he may be 
A Buer: it is the perfection of the naturi 
Law; and agreeable to our natural neceſſ- 
ties, and promotes our natural ends and de 
figns : it does not deſtroy. reaſon, but is 
ſtructs ic in very many things, and complis 
with it in all, it hath in it both hear and 
light; and is not more effeRtual than it i 
beaureous ; it promiſes every thing tha 
we candeſire,and yet promiſes nothing 
what it does effect; ir proclaims war # 
7. gaiaſt all vices, and ES a8 command 
3 every vertue ; it teaches us with eaſe t 
mortiſie thoſe affeRtions which reaſon duri 
ſcarce reprove,becauſe 
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enough t ver, and ir does create in 
ws thole vertues which reaſon of her ſelf ne- 


yer knew, and after they are known, could 
ner apron fly; in doctrine 
in nothing is ſuperfluous or burden- 
ſome, not yet is there any thing wanting 
which can procure — $ 10. Manking 

or by whic can be plorihed : and it 


3 and mercy, and juſtice, and 2 


6 


needs no gther probation but the reading 


the werft, 
r that the words of Jeſus are contain- 


ed in the Goſpels, that is, in the writings of 
them, who were eye · witneſſes and ear-wit- 
neſſes of the actions and Sermons of Jeſus, 
is not at all to be doubted; for in every ſect 
we believe their own records of Doctrine 
and. inſtitution; for it is madnefs to ſup- 
poſe the Chriftians to pretend to be ſervants 
of the Laws of Jeſus, and yet to make a 
Law-of their own which he made not: no 
man 


ve 
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man doubts but that the Alco an is the 
Law of .Mahomet, that the old Teſtament 
contains the Religion of the c:; and the 
authority of theſe Books is proved by all 
the arguments of the Religion, for all the 


arguments perſwading to the Religion are 


intended to prove no other than is contain» 
ed in thoſe Books; and theſe having been 
tor 1500. years and more, received abſo- 
lutely by all Chriſtian Aſſemblies, if any 


man ſhall offer to make a queſtion of their 


authority, be muſt declare his reaſons; for 
the Diſciples of the Religion have ſuffi- 
cient preſumption, ſecurity and poſſeſſion, 
till they can be reaſonably diſturb'd ; but 


that now they can never be, is infinitely cer- 


tain, becauſe we have a long, immemorial, 
uni verſal tradition that theſe Books were 
ritten in thoſe times, by thoſe men whoſe 
Names they bear, they were accepted by 
all Churches at the very firſt notice, ex- 
cept ſome few of the later, which were firſt 
received by ſome Churches, and then con- 
ſented to by allzthey were acknowledged by 
the ſame, and by the next age for geny- 
ine; their authority publiſhed, their words 
cited, appeals made to them in all queſti- 
ens of Religion, becauſe is was known and 


% 


confeſſed 
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tonfeſſed that they wrote nothing but ther 
they knew, ſo that they were not deceiv- 
ed; and to ſay they would lie muſt be 
made to appear by ſomething extrinſecal to 
this inquiry, was never ſo much as 
plauſibly pretended by any Adverſaries and 
it being a matter of another mans will, muſt 
be declared by actions, or not at all. Buy 
beſides the men that wrote them were to 
be believed becauſe they did Miracles, they | 
wrote Prophecies, which are verified by _ 
the event; perſons were cured at their Se- 
ulchres, a thing ſo famous that it was con CON» 


_ | 


6n: and after all, that which the World 
ought tõ rel _ is — 1 4 Th 
providence. a 
which it —_ to 125 care that -- 
Religion, which himſe 
Pre miracles and 1 
not be loſt, nor any 1 — fo 
in ftea of erde, teſt without our fanke 
the will of God become  inpoſible oe 
beyed. But to return to the thing: All thoſe 
= ent things which ſingly did make fa- 
mous ſo many ſects of Philoſophers,and re- 


marked ſo many Princes of their ſects, all 
them united, and many more which their 


? eyes 
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e$(luuere vv Hark and dim could 

— ſee, are heaped —_— in this ſyſtem 

of wiſdom and holineſs. Here are plain 
precepts full of deepeſt myſtery ; here are 

the meaſures of holineſs and approaches to 
God deſcrib d; obedience and ceoformi, 

— ty, morti cation of the body, and clevatis 


gu . = ions from earth, 
= und Arts 0 a ee 
ven; degrees of exectlencies tendences 
to perfection; imitations of God, and con- 
verſations with him theſe are the heights 
and deſcents, upon the plain grounds of na- 
tural reaſon, and natural religion, for there 
| is nothing commanded but what our rea- 
. ſon by nature ought to chooſe, and yet no- 
thing of natural reafon taught but what is 
beighrned and made more perfect by the 
Spirit of God; and when there is anything 


in the Religion, that is againſt and 


, a Law, that nothing can 
hinder men to receive and entertain, but 
a pertinacious baſeneſs and love to vice and 
gene can receive it but thoſe who reſolve 


1 


I» I O57 ow af his 


'w be 
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excellent, and if the 
| tome into t Worid with | 
ſplendor of power and Tiny dc monſtra- 
tions, yeb even the ene; of what he 
— him alone fit to be the Ma- 
ſer of the World. 

But then let us conſider what this excel- 
lem perſon | did 3 and with what in- 

umencs rough ſo great things to 
paſs. He was to put a bad. to the Rites j- * 
of Moſer, and the Religion of the Temple, X. 
of which the e- were zealous even umto 
pertinacy ; to reform the manners of all 
Mankind, to confound the wiſdom of the 
Greeks, to break in pieces the power of 
the Devil. to deſtroy the worthip of all falſe .. + 
Gods, to pull down their — 

e their Laws, and by | 

and holy to reform the falſe r 94 
the World. But ſee what was to be taught, 
A Trinity in the Uairy of the God- head, 
Tple * uy u Tpia, that is the Chriſtian /; le- 
Arithmerick; Three are ont and oneare three, 
ſo Lucian in his Philopatris, or ſome other 
derides the Chriſtian Doctrine; See their 
Phil . wibilo mhil fENOYEx while « 
emnia, a $ are made 0 : and /-5- 
«Ha G4 mdns Tem per" 
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. 


| 
ä 
| 


. 


loſophy. But then certainly their moral was 
eaſie and delicious. It is ſo indeed, but 
> not to fleſh and blood, whoſe appetites it 

ends to regulate or to deſtroy, ' to re- 
rain or elſe to mortifie : fafting and pe- 


I Tanance, and — onr enemies, reſti- 
f- 


tut ion of injuries, and [elf-denial, and taking 
wp the (roſs, and lofing all aur goods, and gi⸗- 
ving our life for feſus: As the other was 


{ x Hurd to believe,ſo this is as hard to do, But 


for whom and under whoſe conduct was all 
this to be believed, and all this to be done, 
and all this to be ſuffered ? ſurely for ſome 
lor ĩous and mighty Prince, whoſe ſplen- 

r as far out-ſhines he Roman Empire as 

the jewels of Cleopatre put ſhined the ſwad- 
ling clothes of the Babe at Jr hlebem. No 
it was not ſo neither. For all this was 

; for pe whom his followers preached, a 
poor Babe born in a ſtable, the ſon of a Car- 
penter, cradled in a cratch, ſwadled in poor 
£louts , it was for him whom they indeed 
' alt 


75 
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talbd a God, but yet whom-all the World 
knew, and they themſelves ſaid, was whip'd 
ata Poſt, nailed to a Croſs ; he ſell under 
the malice of the e his Countrymen, 
and the power of his Reman Lords, a cheap 
and a pitiful ſacrifice without beauty and 
without ſplendor. The deſign is great, but 2 
does not yet ſeem poſlible ; But therefore 24 
let us ſee what inſtruments the Holy Jeſus 7 
choſe, to effect theſe ſo mighty changes, to . 
perſwade ſo many propolſitions, to endear 
ſo great ſufferings, to overcome ſo great 
enemies, to maſter ſo many impoſſibilities 
which this Doctrine and this Law from thus 
Maſter were ſure to meet withal. | 
Here, here it is that the Divinity of the 
power is proclaimed, When a Man goes 
to war he raiſcs as great an Army as be can 
io out-number his Enemy, but when God 
fights, three hundred men that lap like a 

g are ſufficient ; nay one word can diſ - 
ſolve the greateſt army. He that means ta 
effect any thiog muſt have means of his 
own proportiotable, and if they be not, 
he muſt fail, or derive them from the migh- 
ty. See then with what inſtruments the holy 3 
Jeſus ſets upon this great reformation of the 
world. Twelve men of obſcure and poot *& 

RR" 
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birch, of contemprible Trades and quality, 
without learning, without breeding; thek 
men were ſent into the midſt of à know- 
ing and wiſe World to diſpute with the 
moſt famous Philoſophers of Greece, to ou. 
wit all the learning of Athens tu out- preach 
all the Roman Orators; to introduce into t 
newly ſetled Empire which would be impa- 
tient of nevelties and change, ſuch a change 
as muſt deſtroy all their Temples, or re. 
move thence all their gods: againſt which 
change all the zeal of the World, and all 
the paſſions, and all the ſeeming pretences 
which they could make, mult needs be vio- 
lently oppoſed : 4 that inttoduced 
new Laws, and cauſed them to reverſe the 
old, to change that Religion under which 
their Fathers long did proſper, aud under 


which the Reman Empire obtained ſo great 
2 grandeur ,for a Religion which in 2 
ance was filly an e,meek 4 Ace- 


ble; not apt indeed to do harm, but expo- 


fing a arm in the world abate- 
_ r courage, blunting their ſwords, 
t _ 77 unaRiveneſs,avd making 

ſers arms in a manner uſeleſs, and 
untying their military girdle ; « Religion 
which contradicted their reaſons of * 
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und erected new Judicatories, and made 
the Rowan Courts to be filent and without 
cavles, Aa —_— that gave countenance 48 
to the poor and pitiful (but in a time when 
riches were — and ambition eſteemed 

the greateſt nodleneſs, and pleaſure thought 
10 be the chieſeſt good) it brov — pe- 
culiar ble ſſi ̃ 71. mighty 
FITS Or poor 7 
PI ea Ter c or other; a Þ 

would change the face e 
alſo pierce into 
intrigues of hearts 


und x wer, and mone Kelipi 
nels, and fame, and Empire h are 
55 in the. orld that can make 


offble; this I ſay could not be 
4 thing impoſidle; this] — BD 


788 A Diſcourſe conterning 
by the proper force of ſuch inſtr 
for no Man can ſpan Heaven with an Infaty 
palm, nor govern wiſe Empires with Dis 
grams, It were impudence to {end afoot 
man to command Ceſar to lay down hj 
arms, to disband his legions,and throw hits 
{elf imo Tiber, or keep a Tavern next toPew 

50 Theatre ; but if a ſober man (all ſtand 
alone pnarm 4 , undefended,or unprovi 
and ſhall tell that be will make the Sun 
ſtill or remove a Mountain, er reduce Ta. 

es dis Army to the ſcantling of a ſingle 
Troop, he that believes he will and cando 

| 25 — he does it by — po- 
wer than he gan Yer ion Ive, — 


DT 


— 


the bo —— new — which = — be 
never ſo profitable or good do yet ſuffer re- 
proach, and cannot prevail unleſs the —— 
mence in a time of advantage and 
yet that this ſhould flouriſh like the 2 
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by preſſure, grow glorious by oppoſition, 


— * and was demonſtra- 
ions, argues 4 higher cauſe 
24. immediate , now how = 
this higher cauſe did intervene is viſible 
and notorious : The Apoſtles were not lear- 
d. but the holy Jeſus promiled That f 
puld tend down wildom from above from 
i diruts: the had nc DOoWer, (V 
but_they Thould be inveſted with power 
rom ANN; were iert and t1wo- 


your, but he wauld make them learned and 


cenfigent, anc ſo he Oe : Te promiſed _thar C2 
in a few days he would fend the holy Ghoſt < 
pon them, and he did ſo, after ten days they 

felrand law a glorious immiſtion from he- 
ven,lights of movable fire fitting upon their 
© 


t light did illuminate their 
res, and the mighty ruſhing wind inſpi- "2 
red them with x power of Tpeaking divers J 
languages, and — * tothelr remembran- % 
ces all that ſeſus did a os 5 1 Q 
them wile to c uls 
venture, prudent to adviſe, and MW]. 


erfuſto do miracles, and witty to convince 


gain-layers, and hugely inſfrufed Tn the 
SEFIprures, and = them the Tpirit of Go- 
the 


yernment, Ipirit of Prophecy, This 
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thing was fo publick that at the firſt nos 


thing was io necotlary I be lo, and ſo cer. 


tain that it was ſo, ſo pablick and ſo evidem, 


and (0 reaſonable,and fo uſeful that it is wor 
eaſie to ſay whether it was the indication 
of a greater power, or a greater wiſdom , 


and now the means was proportionable e- 


nough to the biggeſt end; without learni 


they could not confute the learned World, 


but therefore God became their Teacher: 
without power they could not break the 
Devils violence, but therefore God gave 
them power; without courage they could 
not conteſt againſt all the violence of the 
Jews and Gentiles ; but therefore God was 
their ſtrength and gure Thi Torreude 3 
Without great caution and provicence they 
traps of cra 


coutd not avoid ĩ p y Perſecu- 


tors, but therefore God gave — caution, 
and — hem provident, a cel 
and Abe received the pic of God, the 


ſpirir 


| — — 
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ſpirit of underſtanding to enable them to 
work excellently in the Tabernacle, ſo had 
the Apoſtles to make them-wiſe for the 
work of God and the Miniſteries of his Di- 
viner Tabervacle, which Gl pit bed, nat 
mas, Immediately upon this, the Apoſiles 
to make a fulneſs of demonſtration and 
an undeniable conviction gave the ſpirit 
to others alſo, to et and Gentiles and to 
the Men of Samaria, and they ſpake with 
Tongues and prephe ſied, then they ( ec 
io al Nations, T endured all per N 


— 


ons, and cured all i S, and/railed tf 

dead to life, and were brought defore Tri- 

bunals,and c the Name of Jeſus.and 
' convinced The baſpherious — out of 

their _ Prophets, not only prevailed 

n Women and weak Men, but even po 

the bravelt 2nd weſt, All the diſciples of 
abs the Baptiff, the Nazarens and Ebio- 
nites, Nicodemus and oſepb of Arimathes, 
Sergius the Preſident, Dionyſus an Athe- 
nian 7udge,and Polycar pas, fnuftings and Ire- 
vers, A — and Origen, Tertullias and 
Clemens of Alexandria, who could not be 
ſuch fools as upon 'a matter not certainly 


true but probably falſe,to unravel their for- 
mer principles, and to change their liberty 
Gaps. os | for 
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I 


— «hat hicoſelf Taid it, elf Ta . EL 50 
© reaſon to lie, who would get nothin 
2 AE. at — of trou 
ah ene ere ble: Leddes i Piep ie b it hereafter ＋ 1 


for a Priſon, wealth for poverty, honor for 
difrepuration, life for death, if by ſuch ex- 


change they had not been ſecured of truth 


and holineſs and the will of God. 
But above all theſe was Saul, a bold and 


„a witty, a zealous and learned young man, 
- who wo — with Letters to perſecute the 


ians of Damaſcas,was by a light from 
Heaven called from his furious march, re- 
proved by God's Angel for perſecuting the 


cauſe of Jeſus, was ſent to the City, bapti- 


zed by a Chriſtian iniſter, in{tructed and 


ſent abroad, and he became the prodigy 


of the World for learning and zeal. 
preacning 3 for labor and fut. 
ferance, for £0v and wi . he 


was admitted ro Tee y Jeſus after the 


Lord was taken into Heaven, he was taken 


þ 1 © Paradiſc,he converſed with with Angels, 
aw molpeakavge raves of glory. apd rayes © 


k der abt, renter . ay, that 
AA hoe 5th of zeal and obedience for - 
promotion of the Religion does demon- 


ſtrate he had reaſon extraordinary for ſo | 


ſudden 


ee 


"= un es 45 oY 
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=> Sri 


ae en ein courage, but added 


on ſueh loriom motives; to he (py 
— it ro all ihe world, he ſpake it to 
and Princes, he. Id It to the ehvi- 


journey 


2 


Retive of u ,A Treas a4 ee. 
np” 2611 bart 903275 1 4 17,092 BILE 
it- ts no new wonder but a pur- 
ſunnee of the ſame conjugarion of great and 
Divine things, that the Fame and Religion- 
of Jefus was with ſo incredible 2 ſwiftiieſs' 
ſcattered over the face of the habitable 
World, from one etid'of the eur th unto the 
ouher; it Bled all 76. 1 
ſed preſently to Ee, and to the 
* and all the way it went it told ao- 
— 5 and an humble ſtory, that 
t into the wor ld, di- 
death and yet this death 


much: 


—.— of, 
2 


lick:record th he was ſe 


A2 ed; the Cros was worn up breaſta, 
printed the air, drawn upon — 
cartied on banners, p. Do CLOWNS Z m 
far to pum and exquiſite; puaiſh- 
raeets. (ought forth for. them their goods! 

were! confiſcate, their names odious, pri. 
ſons were their houſes, and ſo magy kinds of 
tortures invented; for them tha Daowiti! 
De bath cem ſeven Boni in de ſenih- 
ing the vaticry of gortures / the nnn 
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Nan was 3 
her in deſpie of All this ten — 
other objections add im pofnbilitier, whar- 
ever was for them made NN the Religi 
grow, ant} whatfoever was againſt 
made ir grow; if they had peace, the Reli⸗ 
gion was proſperous, if they had perſecmi- / 
on, ie was {till profpetous: if Princes fa- 
yored them, the Wo rid ramo in becauſe the 
Elriſtiars ae. rinces were jn- 
tenſed ie World came bras 
ſtians died bravely. Nee ſong 
withgreedineſs, red to be, rr 
itrthe"reeth of Lions, and wirt I | 
field the whieels and the” n 
racks and the gibbets; che See 115 
ali! itons, which wert Hie the E. 
lia ro them, inſtramens ro carry them 4 
heaven, into the boſom of their beloved 
Jeſus. : 
Who would not acknowledge the Divi- 
— this perſon and the excellency of this 
turlon, that ſhould ſee Infants to weary 
the hands of Hangmen for the teſtimony 
of Jeſus ? and wiſe Men preach this doctrine 
for no other viſible reward, but ſhame 
death, poverty and baviſhment ? and 
g converted by the blood of Mar- 
6S : - tyrs 
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tyts upon their faces which their 
Toi «bers cords have ſtrain d thro ough 
their fleſh? who would not have confe 
the honour of Jeſus, when he ſhould ſce mi; 
racles done at the Tombs of Martyrs, and 
Devils tremble, at the mention of the name 
8 ſeſus, and the World running to the ho- 
ur of the * 4z4ren, and Kings and 
Chow kiſſin cet of the poor ſer- 
vants of Jeſus forevy a few Fiſhermen and 
a _Publican effe& all this for the ſon of a 
poor Maiden of d= can we ſuppoſe 
* the World, or ſo great a part of Man, 
nd can conſent by chance, or ſuffer ſuck 
for nothing? or for any thing leſs 
is 2 The ſan of the poor Maiden was 
= 121 God, and the Fiſhermen ſpake 
by 3 Divin IOC, a catched i 
World with holinels a miracles with wil- 
dom and power r bigge! ger than the Ttrenpth of 


added 7 3 this but this thing alone to 

3 prove the Diviairy of Jeſus? He is a God, 

or at leaſt 15 taught by God, who can fore- 

tell future contingencies , and ſo did the 
holy Jeſus, and ſo did his Diſciples. 

Our bleſſed Lord while he was alive fore- 

icq that after his death his Religion ſhould 

| 1 ä flouriſh 


the Chriſtian Religion. 
fh more than when be was aKve* He 


0 ; ro- 
helied That f MM, in 
aneioring the head and x of her Lord 


22 Ind kfiown as the Goſpel 
it Telf,, and Tpokerrof 1 
{oretold the deſtruction of 


* | che Ngns of its approach, and 

a . articularly after the 
| —_— mbolically, nim d 
| 


the Nation ſhould do it; pointing out the 
Roman Eagles, he foretold ms death; and 
the manner of It _— before-hand 
105107 hn Ke urre Don told _— 
> be the ſiga rot generation, viz; 
great argument to prove him to be the 
Chriſt. he prophe ſted that there ſhould ariſe 
falſe Chrifts after him, andit came to paſs 
| to the exreme great calamity of the Na- 
tion; and laſtly, he foretold that his belo- 
ved Diſciple S. oba ſhould rarry upon the 
earth till his coming again, that is, to his 8 
coming to Judgment upon 7er»ſalew ; and- 
that his Religion ſhould be preached to the 
Gentiles, that it ſhould be ſcattered * 
K 3 


allnhe World, and be received by all NS 
tions, that it ſhould ſtay upon the face of the 
Earth till his laſt coming to judge all the 
world, and that she gates of helf, vat be 
able to prevail ag ainſt his Church; which 
Propheeic'is good thus long, till «his 
day, and is 4s à continual argument to juſti- 
he the Divinity of the Author: The conti- 
nuance of the Religion helps to continue it, 
for it proves that it came from God, who 
foretold that it ſhould continue-; and there- 
fore it mult com inne bexauſe it came from 
God, and therefore it came from God be- 
cauſe it does LH —— ac · 
cording to wor f Ieſus. 
— — ble ſſed Lord was emred 
ry ſciptes allo were Prophets; 

ab foretold the dearth that was to be 

in the Rowen Empire in the days of Clas. 
dia Caſar.a0d that S. Pai hould be bound 
at Peraſalem; S. Paul ſoretald the emring 
in of Heretichs imo Af after his depar- 


the reſt of the Apeſties ad wo 
a3 predictions, whinh they uſed not on- 
as 2 verifiextion of the doctrine of Je- 
ſus, but as a mea io ſtrengthen the heart: 
of the Diſciples who were ſo broken with 


per le- 


tute j and he and 5, Perar and S. Fade and 


the Gbnhon Rigid. = 099, 
The one un that there ſhoukl 


ariſe u dect of 3 
mies to Religion and Government, 


— — which 
abe Seck of ibe G 


plain 


fthecanih | 
—— like j in a veſſel of 
wine, brpken aro b . oh keprin heir 
own 


ar TT: pea Bran vr reve 


ly Jeſus ; but ſhallremain without Prieſt or 
Temple, without Altar or Sacrifice, without 


poſlible, the. Law that was wholly cere- 
4 4 monial 
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in the perſon of Jefus Chr 
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ma, and when they have loſt their Prieſt- 
hood; they cannot retain the Law, as no 
min takes care to have his beard ſhaved 
when his head is off, | 
And it is a wonder to confider how the 
nger of — — upon that mite- 
people, and that ſo great a blindneſs 

is fallen upon them, it being evident and 
gotorious, that the old Teſtament was no- 
— that xe plaity we 
u the P 1 that are plainly ve- 
tified in this q that all the predictions of the 
Me ſſia⸗ ——ů— accompliſhed 
iſt, ſo that they 

cannot with ——— or colour be 
turned any other way, and be applied to 


other perſon, although the Jews make 

1 128 Es 
„ by which they fe 

ſelves for 1600. years together, and ſtill 
hope without reaſon,and are confident with- 
out revelation, and purſue a ſhadow while 
they quit the glorious body; while in the 
mean time the Chriſftianiprays for his con- 
verſion, and is at reſt in the truth of Jeſua, 
and hath certain unexpreſſible conſidencies 


and internal lights, clarities of the holy Spi- 
ig 


ru of God, and loves to the holy Je 
d in his ſoul, that he will die 

cannot Hiſpute, and is fatisfed and 
knows not how, and 1 
and comforted by the 
lief ,zvhichiſpcaks but holineſs, and 
light and reaſon, and peace and favizfarth 
ons infinite, becauſe he !is ſure that all-the 
— happy i they would live by 
the Religi ſus, and that neither ſo 
cieties o — — 
telicity but by this; and tint therefont God 
ho io to make Men , hach 
alſo decreed that it ſhall ſor ever 
the face of the earth, till the earth it 
ſhal] beno more. men. 


of any ” , . 
— Rees of wonder 
and Divinity, how they enter by 

are kept up by humane inte reſts, how ig- 
norant und unholy, chow anleerned and pi- 
tiful are their pretences, the darłneſſes 
of theſe muſt add great eminency to the 


brightneſs/of that. For the _ows — — 
which came from Heaven is e. 


© Dow 70 be prackiſed, e it did come 
— 


_ — 
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force, and | 


That there ſhould be an 

— far the ſe are not to be done by an am- 
— people; and therefore ace God 
ö ſcatiered rhe Yeenie WTO atome | 


Uri 
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But for the Heathen re ideas it is evi 
dently to be ſeen, that they are nothing but 
an abuſe of the natural inclination which 
all Men have to worſhip a God, whom be- 
cauſe they know not, they gueſs at in-the 
dark, for that — know there is and ought 
o be that the care a 
vidence bf their "of 
their Religion is not a bur lirtle arts of 
Governments, and ſtratagems of Princes, 
and devices to ſecure the Government 
new Uſurpers, or to make obedience to the 
Laws fare, by being facred, and to make 


the yoke that was not natural, pleaſant by | 


ſomething that is. But yet for the whole 
body of it who ſees not that their worſhip- 
pings could not be ſacred,becauſe they were 
done by ſomething that 18 tmpure, they 
appeaſed their gods with adulteries and im- 
pure mixtures, by ſuch things which Cate 
was aſhamed to ſee, by gluttonous eatings 
of feſh, and impious — and they 
did litare in bum ano ſang ui ne, they * 


— — DTT: 
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„ is notorious in the rites of Bus- 
2 a the S of {ts 
whom a Greek and a 
_ and a Galateſs were — 
ed, in the anſwers of the Oracles to Calchas, 
2s appears in Homer and Virgil; who ſees 
that crimes were warranted 'by the ex- 
ample of their immortal gods, and that 
what did diſhonor themſelves, they ſang to 
the honor of their gods, whom ahr 
med to be paſſionate and proud jealous and 
engeful, amorous and luſtful fearful and 
patient, drunken and lleepy, weary.and 
U that the 1 — were made 
ply a and force, by 

force of cuſtom, by the preferring 

an . error, and loving of a quiet 
and proſperous evil, * arguments of 
ple ure, and the correſpondencics of ſen- 
uality, by the fraud of Oragles, and the 
patronage of vices, and becauſe they fear- 
ed every change as an Earthquake, as ſup- 
ling overturnings of their old error to 
be the ever ſion of their well eſtabliſhedGo- 
vernments : and it had been ordinarily im- 
poſſible that ever Chriſtianity ſhould have, 
entered, if the nature and excellency on, 
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Men and Women and Children to their De- 


LOVE 2 ey troy oo geo a wy * 


dee en, 
1 had not been ſuch as to enter llhe ruin in 
to a fleece of wool, or the den into a 11 


— 9 . cauſing trouble to 4 
man” own ignorante or 
Mſtinefs-was plenſed to ſpin out of hi on 
do weis, bur did eſtabliſi Governments, ſe- 
eure obedience; made the Law firm, and 


red dy the Word, 9 — * 
ice, Of der TO that it pro- 
rewards and allures to com- 

; -our” . Thar it 


ame 
tree; thur ir is unlearned and 
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inſt reaſon, and the diſcourſes of all wiſe 
Men, that it did no miracles 
rophecies ; in ſhort, that in the 


Ae it 7 - 


e manner of prevailing, in the reward it 
offers It 5 wnkoly and footifirand rade y ir 
malt Nerds appear to be void of all pre- 
be fi T me dt 

irly pe ed by arguments, that it 


is the r of God and came down 

— Prayer ware is no- 

ing to any other Religion, and 

ſo very much for Chriſtianity, every one 

of whoſe prerences can be proved as wel 

; the things themſe ves do require. and 
d 


| the World expects ſuch things ſhoul 

oved; it follows that the holy Jeſus is 
the Son of God, that his Religion is com- 
manded by God, and is that way by which 
he will be worſhipped and honoured, and 
that there i no other name under heaven by 
which we can be ſaved,but only by the name of 


on this cannot periſh ; neither can he be re 
proved who hath ſo much reaſon and argu- 
ment for his Religion, Sit anime mea cum 
Chriſtians, I pray God my ſoul may be 
numbred amoagſt the Chriſtians, - 
"TH IX 


fue 


the Lord feſws, He that puts his ſoul up- of | 


1 


| 


